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 WYMONDLEY PARISH COUNCIL  

 Minutes of a Meeting of the Recreation Grounds 
Committee 

Held at Wymondley JMI School 
On Monday 18 June 2018 at 7.30pm 

 

 

Councillors Present 
Mr M Alcock 
Mr T Dean  
Mr S Foster 
Mr G Seller 
Mrs J Ware 
 
 
 

Also present 
Mr C Plummer 
Ms C Kerby (Clerk)  
3 members of the public 
 
 

Item   Action 

09 To receive and accept Apologies for absence  

 Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Sandhu; and 
Messrs Gono, Macdonald and Murove. 

 

10 To receive Verbal Reports from Recreation Grounds Users  

 There was little to report, as Wymondley Tennis Club activities 
were proceeding as normal; and of the other Recreation Ground 
users, only Mr Plummer was present. He reported that FC 
Comets were very pleased with the facilities at Little Wymondley 
Recreation Ground – and had received compliments about them 
from other teams.  He would continue to attend meetings, along 
with the managers of the U15s team which would be using the 
ground from next season, along with his U16s.  

Cllr Seller advised the meeting that Cllr Dean had taken on 
operational management responsibility for the Recreation 
Grounds, e.g. pitch maintenance; but that bookings and 
payments would continue to be dealt with by the Clerk. 

 

11 To confirm the Minutes of the previous meeting held on 
Monday 14th May 2018 

 

 It was unanimously resolved that the Minutes be agreed as a 
true and accurate record of the proceedings, and duly signed by 
the Chairman of the meeting.  

 
 
 

12 To receive a report on actions agreed at the last meeting  

 The Clerk reported the following progress with actions agreed at 
the previous (and earlier) meetings:  

(031.2), (040), (041), (047), (053), (061), (002.4), (004), (005), 
(045) and (055): Clerk to order two benches for the Little 
Wymondley Recreation Ground, i.e. one as previously 
agreed by the Council and a memorial bench for Dave and 
May Rumney (a gift from Cllr Foster): The inscription on the 
memorial bench had now been agreed.  Cllr Foster had 
requested that it be located on the grass verge along Stevenage 
Road, near to where Mrs Rumney had worked as a lollipop lady. 
The Clerk had been liaising with Herts Highways on the matter 
and there were no objections.   
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(015) Replacement/repair of the Tennis Clubhouse window, 
as necessary; and installation of a more substantial security 
grille – in keeping with the Clubhouse: Cllr Dean had been 
liaising with Mr Westwood, (the Garden Valet), and was in the 
process of acquiring a grille. Carry Forward 

(044.3) The Clerk to consider arrangements to replace the 
broken D-frame on one of the lower pitch goal posts: In 
discussions, it was agreed that around 4 people would be 
needed to replace the D-frame, and Mr Plummer offered to help 
Cllr Dean organise this. Carry Forward 

(051) The Clerk to seek advice on the legal position 
regarding sponsorship of the Pavilion and other 
items/facilities, and then add to a meeting agenda. The Clerk 
had circulated the advice received from the Legal Branch of the 
National Association of Local Councils (NALC).  (See Agenda 
Item 15.) Closed 

(064) The Clerk to arrange a meeting between the Rights of 
Way Officer, Affinity Water and Cllr Seller to discuss repair: 
The meeting had taken place on 16 April, and all parties were 
now waiting for the Affinity contractor to provide details/timings 
for the agreed work.  The Clerk had sought updates and action 
from Affinity Water on 7 May and 14 June, and although Paul 
Shadbolt had agreed to chase the contractor for a response in 
May nothing had been done and no response had been received 
to her latest request. Carry Forward 

Cllr Dean 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Dean/Mr 
Plummer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 To review the Recreation Grounds Committee’s Terms of 
Reference and membership 

 

 The Clerk outlined the current Terms of Reference (ToR) and the 
history behind them, i.e. provisions in the land conveyance and 
lease for the Great Wymondley and Little Wymondley Recreation 
Grounds. Given the increase in numbers of councillors and 
Recreation Ground users, the size of the Committee now 
exceeded the eight members required by the current ToR and 
was somewhat unwieldy. Because financial matters needed to 
be approved by the Council, and the Committee was required to 
make recommendations to the Council, requiring all councillors 
to be Committee members caused duplication of meeting 
agenda items and created a somewhat nonsensical situation. 
The Committee agreed that no more than three of its members 
need be councillors, and that all regular users should continue to 
be represented, with attendance being required as a term of their 
hire agreement. The quorum would continue to be three.  Cllr 
Dean would chair the Committee, with Cllr Foster as a second 
Council representative.   

 

14 To agree what is needed regarding defibrillator training  

 The Council agreed that it defeated the object if, having installed 
a defibrillator in the Pavilion, none of the regular users of the 
Recreation Ground had members who were trained to use it.  Mr 
Plummer advised that all football club coaches were required to 
have first aid training every three years.  Cllr Dean advised that 
he had received specific defibrillator training at the Football 
Association premises in Letchworth and offered to e-mail the 

 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Dean 
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regular users with details. (The course he attended had been in 
the evening, for two and a half hours.) The Clerk enquired 
whether the unused CPR training pack currently stored at the 
Pavilion could be given to Wymondley JMI, as that had been the 
intention when the funds had been raised by former licensees of 
the Plume of Feathers some years previously.  The Council 
agreed that it should be given to the School. 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

15 To agree the way forward on Pavilion (and other) 
sponsorship arrangements) 

 

 The Clerk explained the guidance received from the Head of 
Legal at the National Association of Local Councils regarding 
naming and sponsoring of the Little Wymondley Pavilion, (and 
associated matters relating to advertising businesses). There 
were various legal provisions and other issues which needed to 
be considered, and these had been set out in the guidance. 

A key issue was that the Little Wymondley Recreation Ground 
had been dedicated to the Queen in 2012, as part of the 
Diamond Jubilee programme instigated by Fields in Trust, from 
whom the Council leased the land. This being so, it was thought 
unlikely that permission would be granted to name the Pavilion 
(or any other building on the land) after another individual.  

The consensus was that it would be inappropriate to name the 
Pavilion after any specific individual, however great their 
contribution to the Parish, not only because of the above advice 
but because there were several individuals and families who had 
made valuable and long-standing contributions to the Parish.   

There were also restrictions relating to erection of signs and 
advertising in the Little Wymondley Recreation Ground’s lease.  
Given the complications, the Committee agreed the business 
sponsorship suggestion should be discontinued.  

 

16 To consider a request from Weston FC for use of the Little 
Wymondley pitches during 2018/19 

 

 The Club had been invited to attend the meeting - but had failed 
to confirm that it wished to pursue the request. 

 

17 To agree payments and donations in accordance with the 
budget 

 

 The Committee agreed the itemised payments and donations 
relating to the Recreation Grounds, which would later be 
submitted to the Council at its main meeting. 

 

18 Any Other Business  

 There was none.  

The next meeting is at 7.30pm on Monday 23 July 2018 at Wymondley JMI School.                  
 

 
 
 
Chairman………………………………………                                    Date………………………… 


