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 WYMONDLEY PARISH COUNCIL  

 Minutes of a Meeting of the Recreation Grounds 
Committee 

Held at Wymondley JMI School 
On Monday 23 July 2018 at 7.30pm 

 

 

Councillors Present 
Mr T Dean (Chairman) 
Mr S Foster 
 
 
 
 

Also present 
Mr R Henderson  
Mr D Jordan 
Mr C Plummer 
Mr J Ryan 
Ms C Kerby (Clerk)  
3 members of the public 
 
 

Item   Action 

019 To receive and accept Apologies for absence  

 Apologies were received and accepted from Messrs Berry, Gono 
and Macdonald. 

 

020 To receive Verbal Reports from Recreation Grounds Users  

 Wymondley Tennis Club: Cllr Dean reported that the Pat 
Rogers Memorial Trophy competition had taken place the 
previous day, marking ten years since his death on court. The 
last match in the Datchworth Summer League was being played 
that evening, (hence Mr Macdonald’s absence), so no further 
conflict with meeting dates was expected for the rest of the year.  
He also mentioned the Herts FA’s defibrillator training he had 
undergone as part of a wider basic first aid course; and had 
earlier provided Committee members with the details.  He would 
notify them once the next course dates were known.  

Wymondley FC: Mr Jordan and Mr Ryan represented the Club, 
and had earlier contacted the Clerk, seeking to book a training 
session for 28 July and a friendly match on 4 August.  The Clerk 
had advised that Mr Harris, (who marks the pitches), would be 
away from 4-13 August, but Cllr Dean felt that the existing marks 
would still be clear for some weeks, due to the dry state of the 
pitch.  He had also replaced the broken D-frame the previous 
day, with help from the Zim Hightown Foundation members. 

FC Comets: Mr Plummer was accompanied by Mr Henderson, 
who coached the U15s team, and would be the Club’s additional 
representative.  Mr Plummer had earlier contacted the Clerk, 
seeking to book the pitches for several Sunday morning training 
sessions in August. 

ZimStevenage FC and the Zim Hightown Foundation were 
unrepresented.  The Clerk advised that she had been in 
discussions with Mr Gono over outstanding payments, as there 
was disagreement over some of the booking dates and therefore 
how much was due. If bookings were cancelled or arrangements 
changed, (e.g. postponements or home games subsequently 
played away), she needed to be advised at the time, and not 
much later when the final invoices were being prepared. 
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021 To confirm the Minutes of the previous meeting held on 
Monday 18th June 2018 

 

 It was unanimously resolved that the Minutes be agreed as a 
true and accurate record of the proceedings, and duly signed by 
the Chairman of the meeting.  

 
 
 

022 To receive a report on actions agreed at the last meeting  

 The Clerk reported the following progress with actions agreed at 
the previous (and earlier) meetings:  

(031.2), (040), (041), (047), (053), (061), (002.4), (004), (005), 
(045) and (055): Clerk to order two benches for the Little 
Wymondley Recreation Ground, i.e. one as previously 
agreed by the Council and a memorial bench for Dave and 
May Rumney (a gift from Cllr Foster): The order would be 
placed the following day, subject to the Council’s agreement 
regarding the colour of the Recreation Ground bench’s legs. 
Closed 

(015) Replacement/repair of the Tennis Clubhouse window, 
as necessary; and installation of a more substantial security 
grille – in keeping with the Clubhouse: Mr Westwood, (the 
Garden Valet), had installed an internal wire mesh grille. Closed 

(044.3) The Clerk to consider arrangements to replace the 
broken D-frame on one of the lower pitch goal posts: Cllr 
Dean had replaced the broken D-frame the previous day.  
Closed. 

(064) The Clerk to arrange a meeting between the Rights of 
Way Officer, Affinity Water and Cllr Seller to discuss repair 
of Footpath 10 (the track to the LW Recreation Ground): The 
meeting had taken place on 16 April, and all parties had been 
waiting for the Affinity contractor to provide details/timings for the 
agreed work, which needed to be done before the start of the 
football season, because the contractor had advised that the 
track would need to be closed.  The bad potholes had been filled 
in, and it appeared that some aggregate had been deposited but 
(as before), this was likely to be washed away by heavy rain.  
The agreed repairs had not been carried out and parts of the 
track were still in need of significant repair. Although the Clerk 
had repeatedly sought updates and action from Paul Shadbolt 
(Affinity Water), no response had been received to her latest 
request. She felt that the matter should now be taken forward by 
Cllrs Seller and Dean. Carry Forward 

(014) The Clerk to contact Wymondley JMI School to 
arrange handover of the CPR training pack currently stored 
in the Pavilion: The Clerk had e-mailed the Mr Plunkett (Head 
Teacher) and would deliver the pack once he had confirmed that 
the School wanted it. Carry Forward 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllrs Seller and 
Dean 
 

023 To agree the way forward regarding removal of barbed wire 
from the Little Wymondley Recreation Ground perimeter 

 

 The Clerk had written to Robert Stutley, (the adjacent 
landowner), on 18 July - explaining the position regarding the 
barbed wire and seeking its removal.  No response had yet been 
received, so the matter would be revisited at the next meeting. 

Clerk 
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024 To agree a contractor to service the Pavilion fire alarm and 
emergency lights 

 

 The Clerk had circulated quotes from the contractor who 
currently serviced the Pavilion’s fire-fighting equipment; and from 
the company which had installed the alarm and lights.  The 
Committee agreed to recommend to the Council that the contract 
was awarded to the existing contractor, who was known to 
provide a good service.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

025 To agree a date from which the football pitches need to be 
regularly marked 

 

 Mr Plummer advised that FC Comets had a friendly match 
scheduled for the first week in September.  Wymondley FC were 
hoping to have one on 4 August – when the existing markings 
were expected to be sufficient. The Clerk would liaise with 
Cooper’s to ensure that cuts tied in with the marking dates. 

Clerk 

026 To consider a request to hold a Forest Schools session on 
Great Wymondley Recreation Ground on 28 August 2018 

 

 Alison Blomfield had earlier contacted the Clerk and Cllrs Alcock 
and Dean, seeking permission to hold a Forest Schools session 
for local children at Great Wymondley Recreation Ground on 28 
August 2018.  She gave a comprehensive presentation to the 
Committee about the ethos behind the “Join the Dots” scheme 
and the planning, management and content of the proposed two-
hour session(s). 

The intended site was at the top end of the Recreation Ground 
near the lime trees; and a site survey and risk assessment, 
together with remedial action, e.g. to remove wire netting etc 
were already in hand – as were DBS checks, parental consent 
forms, insurance, first aid arrangements etc.  Provision of 
refreshments and toilet facilities were also planned.  The first 
session would be free of charge, but she had asked parents to 
instead donate to the church restoration fund. Any subsequent 
sessions would be a commercial enterprise; and Mrs Blomfield 
would provide the Clerk with copies of required documentation. 

Members were supportive of the venture and agreed it should be 
recommended to the Council.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Blomfield 

027 To agree payments and donations in accordance with the 
budget 

 

 The Committee agreed the itemised payments and donations 
relating to the Recreation Grounds, which would later be 
submitted to the Council at its main meeting. 

 

029 Any Other Business  

 The Clerk had successfully applied for a Sport England Active 
Places Data Platform Welcome Pack, containing various useful 
items, which she would put in the Pavilion storeroom.  

 

The next meeting will be at 7.30pm on Monday 10 September 2018 at Wymondley JMI School.                  
 

 
Chairman………………………………………                                    Date………………………… 


