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  WYMONDLEY PARISH COUNCIL  

 Minutes of a Meeting of the Recreation Grounds 
Committee 

Held at Wymondley JMI School 
On Monday 10 September 2018 at 7.30pm 

 

 

Members Present 
Cllr Mr T Dean (Chairman) 
Cllr Mr S Foster 
Mr R Henderson 
Mr R Hook 
 
 
 
 

Also present 
Ms C Kerby (Clerk)  
Cllr Gilbert 
Cllr Seller  
Mrs A Blomfield 
 
 

Item   Action 

029 To receive and accept Apologies for absence  

 Apologies were received and accepted from Mr Plummer.  

030 To receive Verbal Reports from Recreation Grounds Users  

 FC Comets: Mr Henderson and Mr Hook attended on behalf of 
the Club, whose first home game would be on 16 September. 
They confirmed that, as in previous years, fixture dates would be 
provided to the Clerk monthly; and that they were very happy 
with the facilities.  They asked whether it would be possible to 
use the kitchen and have the windows opened, so that 
refreshments could be served. (They would provide their own urn 
and other necessary equipment.)  The Committee agreed that 
this was reasonable, and the Clerk was asked to arrange 
access. 

Wymondley Tennis Club: Cllr Dean reported that a tap was to 
be replaced and minor issues with a door rectified – both of 
which would be dealt with on a Club “DIY” basis.  

Wymondley FC, Zim Stevenage FC and the Zim Hightown 
Foundation were unrepresented.  

Clerk 

031 To confirm the Minutes of the previous meeting held on 
Monday 23rd July 2018 

 

 It was unanimously resolved that the Minutes be agreed as a 
true and accurate record of the proceedings, and duly signed by 
the Chairman of the meeting.  

 
 
 

032 To receive a report on actions agreed at the last meeting  

 The Clerk reported the following progress with actions agreed at 
the previous (and earlier) meetings:  

(064) The Clerk to arrange a meeting between the Rights of 
Way Officer, Affinity Water and Cllr Seller to discuss repair 
of Footpath 10 (the track to the LW Recreation Ground): 
Repairs agreed with Affinity Water at an on-site meeting on 16 
April had not been implemented. All that had occurred was that 
aggregate had been applied, which (as before), had 
subsequently been washed out by heavy rain – resulting in the 
reappearance of the large potholes and the track was now in a 
bad state of repair with loose surface aggregate compounding 

 
 
Cllr Dean/Cllr 
Seller 
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matters.  The Clerk’s efforts to progress matters had failed and 
she now felt Cllrs Seller and Dean ought to take the matter up 
with Affinity Water and had supplied them with contact details.  
Cllr Seller advised that he appeared not to have received her e-
mail - and asked that she provide the details again. 

(014) The Clerk to contact Wymondley JMI School to 
arrange handover of the CPR training pack currently stored 
in the Pavilion: The Clerk had e-mailed the Mr Plunkett (Head 
Teacher) and would deliver the pack once he had confirmed that 
the School wanted it. Carry Forward 

(023) The Clerk to add barbed wire removal at Little 
Wymondley Recreation Ground to the agenda for the next 
meeting: This had been done - see Agenda Item 035. Closed 

(025) The Clerk to liaise with Cooper’s, to ensure that 
mowing of the football pitches tied in with the pitch marking 
dates: This had been done and was so far working well.  Closed 

(026) Mrs Blomfield to provide the Clerk with required 
documentation relating to her planned Forest Schools 
sessions at Great Wymondley Recreation Ground: This had 
been done. Closed 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

033 To agree a contractor to undertake the Little Wymondley 
football pitch maintenance 

 

 The Clerk had recirculated the quotes received earlier in the 
year, relating to a comprehensive pitch maintenance 
programme. In March it had been agreed that the only 
maintenance work required was goal mouth repairs at the end of 
the season, and verti-draining of the lower pitch and slitting of 
both pitches at the start of 2019. 

Members felt that a fresh specification, covering only those 
items, was perhaps required, but as Herts & Cambridge Ground 
Maintenance Ltd appeared to be much cheaper they agreed with 
Cllr Foster’s suggestion that he write to that contractor seeking 
references; and that the matter be added to the next meeting’s 
agenda. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Foster 
 
 
Clerk 

034 To discuss the proposed Keith Berry Memorial Football 
Match 

 

 This arose from an e-mail to the Clerk from Mr Berry, indicating 
his intention to arrange such a match. Nothing further had been 
heard from him on the matter and he was absent from the 
meeting. The Committee agreed it should be carried over to the 
next meeting. 

 
 
 
Clerk 
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035 To agree the way forward regarding removal of the barbed 
wire fencing at Little Wymondley Recreation Ground 

 

 The Clerk had earlier circulated a letter from Mr Jim Stutley, 
(received on 4 September), responding to her earlier letter to Mr 
Robert Stutley. It indicated that he had visited the Recreation, 
inspected the fence in question, and would look at “maybe 
replacing the fence in due course”.)  He had also mentioned a 
purpose-built gap in the fence, designed to allow footballers to 
retrieve match balls; and remarked on the high chain-link fence 
installed at the Eastern end of the lower pitch to stop balls going 
into and over the hedge, and suggested that the Parish Council 
may like to consider putting one in at the other end. 

Cllr Seller advised the meeting that the chain-link fence had 
been installed by the football clubs themselves, some years 
before, and not by the Parish Council. 

The need to progress matters for health and safety reasons 
remained, and Cllr Foster advised the meeting that, as a 
landowner, Mr Stutley had a duty of care which he believed was 
not being discharged.  Members agreed and, given that his letter 
failed to provide any definite information or timescale in relation 
to removal of the existing barbed wire fence, it was agreed that a 
further letter should be sent to Mr Stutley regarding this point. 

In the meantime, the football clubs would be asked to use the 
gap in the fence to retrieve any balls from Mr Stutley’s land. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Football Clubs 

036 To receive a report on the Forest Schools session held at 
Great Wymondley Recreation Ground on 28 August and 
discuss the way forward 

 

 Cllr Dean summarised the position regarding the Forest School 
session and Mrs Blomfield reported that it had been a 
resounding success, with some parents also taking part. 

She had earlier provided her business proposal, which had been 
circulated to members and to the Parish Council, and wished to 
hold three further sessions, (in September, October and 
November), and if these were successful would prepare a rota of 
monthly sessions for 2019.. 

Members agreed Cllr Dean’s proposal that this be recommended 
to the Council, with a view to a modest hire fee then being set for 
use of the Recreation Ground.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

037 To agree payments and donations in accordance with the 
budget 

 

 The Committee agreed the itemised payments and donations 
relating to the Recreation Grounds, which would later be 
submitted to the Council at its main meeting. 

 

038 Any Other Business  

 There was no other business.   

The next meeting will be at 7.30pm on Monday 19 November 2018 at Wymondley JMI School.                  
 

 
Chairman………………………………………                                    Date………………………… 


