WYMONDLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Recreation Grounds
Committee
Held at Wymondley JMI School
On Monday 19 November 2018 at 7.30pm

Members Present Also present

Cllr Mr T Dean (Chairman) Ms C Kerby (Clerk)

Cllr Mr S Foster Cllr Mrs B Gilbert

Mr D Haxton Mrs A Blomfield

Mr C Plummer

Mr J Ryan

Item Action
039 To receive and accept Apologies for absence

Apologies were received and accepted from Messrs Macdonald,
Henderson, Hook and Murove.

040

To receive Verbal Reports from Recreation Grounds Users

Wymondley Tennis Club: Clir Dean reported that the Autumn
league matches were now over; and that social tennis only was
now being played — usually on Thursday evenings and Sunday
afternoons. A 10% increase in annual rent paid by the Club to
the Parish Council was being proposed, to reflect ongoing
running cost increases, e.g. insurance.

FC Comets: Mr Plummer attended on behalf of the Club and
reported that a problem had been identified with the goal posts
near the western boundary of the pitch nearest the Pavilion.
They were leaning slightly and wobbly, so probably just needed
resetting. They were not thought to be a risk to health and safety,
but had been mentioned by two referees, so the issue needed to
be addressed.

Hitchin Men’s Lacrosse Club: Mr Haxton reported that the
facilities were regarded as fantastic, especially the referees’s
changing room. Two matches had so far been played, (one each
by the First and Second teams). The former had played in very
wet weather, and the second had unfortunately lost by three
goals, having been reduced to nine men. There had been an
error in marking the pitches for women’s lacrosse, which
obviously needed to be rectified.

Wymondley FC: Mr Ryan represented the Club, reporting that
Mr Berry had stepped back from managing the Club; and that Mr
Ryan would now be the main contact. Mr Jordan and Mr Ponting
would also be involved. There was to be a meeting the following
Thursday, at which the fee payment issues would be resolved.

Zim Stevenage FC and the Zim Hightown Foundation were
unrepresented.

Parish Council

041

To confirm the Minutes of the previous meeting held on
Monday 10* September 2018

It was unanimously resolved that the Minutes be agreed as a
true and accurate record of the proceedings, and duly signed by
the Chairman of the meeting.




042

To receive areport on actions agreed at the last meeting

The Clerk reported the following progress with actions agreed at
the previous (and earlier) meetings:

(030) The Clerk to arrange access to the kitchen for FC
Comets, and to enable them to open the window security
grilles. This had been done. Closed

(064) The Clerk to arrange a meeting between the Rights of
Way Officer, Affinity Water and ClIr Seller to discuss repair
of Footpath 10 (the track to the LW Recreation Ground):
Repairs agreed with Affinity Water at an on-site meeting on 16
April had still not been implemented. Aggregate applied y Mr
Macdonald as a temporary measure had been washed out by
heavy rain — resulting in the reappearance of the large potholes
and the track was now in a bad state of repair with loose surface
aggregate compounding matters. The Clerk had asked Clirs
Seller and Dean to progress matters, as her repeated efforts had
achieved nothing. At CliIr Seller’s request, she had again
provided him with contact details for Affinity Water, and he had
telephoned Paul Shadbolt, who missed the call. Paul had
recently e-mailed the Clerk, advising that there had been an
internal reorganisation; the contractor’s quote for the work had
been received in the Summer, but overlooked; and he had
contacted him again to see if the price was still valid. Carry
Forward.

(014) The Clerk to contact Wymondley JMI School to
arrange handover of the CPR training pack currently stored
in the Pavilion: The Clerk had delivered the pack to the School
on 15 October. Closed

(033) ClIr Foster to write to Herts & Cambridge Ground
Maintenance seeking references and confirmation of the
quotation provided for pitch maintenance; and the Clerk to
add it to the next meeting’s agenda: See Agenda ltem 043

(034) The Clerk to add the Keith Berry memorial football
match to a future agenda: The matter was put on hold, pending
any further related contact from Mr Berry. Closed

(035) The Clerk to write again to Mr Stutley, regarding
removal of the barbed wire fencing at Little WymondlIey
Recreation Ground; and the football clubs to be asked to
use the gap in the fence to retrieve balls from Mr Stutley’s
land: The Clerk provided a draft letter, which was approved by
the Committee. Carry Forward

Clerk

Cllr Dean/ClIr
Seller

Clerk/ClIr Foster

043

To agree a contractor to undertake the Little Wymondley
football pitch maintenance

At the previous meeting the Committee had agreed Clir Foster’s
suggestion that he write to Herts & Cambridge Ground
Maintenance Ltd, seeking references and asking whether the
earlier quote remained valid when restricted to goal mouth
repairs, slitting and vert-draining. This had not yet been done, so
would be deferred to the next meeting. The Clerk would e-mail
CllIr Foster the necessary details.

ClIr Foster

Clerk




044

To agree action to be taken regarding non-payment of pitch
hire fees

Clir Dean outlined the need to address non-payment issues,
advising the Committee that delays in payment could cause
potential cash-flow problems for the Council. It was agreed that
the hire terms should be re-enforced, and that non-adherence
would mean withdrawal of the required facilities.

045

To agree the way forward regarding removal of the barbed
wire fencing at Little Wymondley Recreation Ground

The Clerk provided a draft letter to be sent to Mr James Stutley,
in response to the one from him which had been received on 4

September. The Committee unanimously agreed that the letter
should be sent.

Members were also mindful of the need to use gaps in the fence
which had been specifically provided to enable ball retrieval; but
which did not exempt the landowner from his duty of care.

Clerk

046

To discuss locking the gate on Footpath 10 leading to Little
Wymondley Recreation Ground except during scheduled
sporting activities

The Clerk outlined the issues leading to consideration of
permanently locking the gate, except during scheduled sporting
activities, and her related discussions with the Rights of Way
Officer on the matter. Anti-social behaviour, primarily drug-
taking, littering and fly-tipping in the car park were the key
issues.

If the gate was routinely kept locked, pedestrians, (including
those with prams and pushchairs), wheelchair users and cyclists
could still access the Recreation Ground via the footpath as
there was enough room at the side of the gate to enable them to
do so. People who were formally entitled to have vehicle access
to the Water Tower and Recreation Ground already had the
gate’s padlock combination; and arrangements could be made to
unlock it in advance of any scheduled sporting fixtures or other
Recreation Ground bookings.

Those present did not foresee any difficulties for their
organisations; and the consensus was that those most likely to
be disadvantaged were occasional or regular users, e.g. dog
walkers, who wanted or needed to drive up the path - and those
engaging in fly-tipping or other undesirable activities.

047

To receive feedback on the Forest Schools sessions held at
Great Wymondley Recreation Ground and discuss a hire fee
for 2019

Mrs Blomfield provided an update on her activities so far, her
planting plans, and her plans for the coming year. Her three-year
woodland management plan would be submitted to the Council
at its 26 November meeting.

She advised the Committee that, in theory, the Council should
not have to pay anything for maintenance or management of the




Recreation Ground. Consequently, she would be happy to pay a
small fee, particularly as she needed to employ a staff member.

She intended to re-advertise at Wymondley JMI School, as her
last attempt had been at very short notice and unsuccessful; and
was planning monthly sessions, probably on the third Saturday
of the month; and had also received enquiries about holiday
camps.

Members agreed ClIr Dean’s proposal that, in relation to the
normal schedule, a £25 fee per session should be recommended
to the Council; but that other events such as birthday parties etc
should be considered separately, due to issues such as parking.

048 To discuss and agree a proposed increased annual rent for
Wymondley Tennis Club

The Committee agreed that a 10% increase in the annual rent
was appropriate and should be recommended to the Council.

049 To agree arrangements for installation (and location) of the
Recreation Ground and memorial benches

The Committee agreed ClIr Foster’s suggestion that this should
be deferred until March.

050 To agree payments and donations in accordance with the
budget

The Committee agreed the itemised payments and donations
relating to the Recreation Grounds, which would later be
submitted to the Council at its main meeting.

051 Any Other Business

CliIr Foster offered to formally thank the resident who had acted
as unofficial gatekeeper for Footpath 10, and asked to be given
her e-mail address.

The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 7 January 2019 at Wymondley JMI School.
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