WYMONDLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Recreation Grounds
Committee
Held at Wymondley JMI School
On Monday 7 January 2019 at 7.30pm

Members Present Also present

Cllr Mr T Dean (Chairman) Ms C Kerby (Clerk)

Cllr Mr S Foster Cllr Mrs B Gilbert

Mr D Haxton Clir Mr G Seller

Mr R Henderson

Mr J Ryan

Iltem Action
052 To receive and accept Apologies for absence

Apologies were received and accepted from Mrs Blomfield and
Messrs Gono, Macdonald, Hook, Plummer and Murove.

053

To receive Verbal Reports from Recreation Grounds Users

Wymondley Tennis Club: Clir Dean reported that the sign on
the Tennis Clubhouse, (which still gave Mrs Anderson’s details),
could now be replaced with one providing Sally Lovett’s details
as the contact for membership enquiries. The Clerk had alerted
Mr Macdonald to adverts by neighbouring tennis clubs, offering
professional coaching, in case Wymondley Tennis Club was able
to offer something similar and potentially increase its
membership/income. She had been advised that this was not
feasible for the Club, mainly due to the lack of floodlighting.

Wymondley FC: Mr Ryan advised that he knew of two additional
matches played by the reserve team, for which the Club needed
to be invoiced, and he would advise the Clerk of the dates so
that payment issues could be finalised. He also asked whether a
larger recycling bin could be obtained for the Pavilion, to replace
the existing one. The Committee agreed this should be done.

FC Comets: Mr Henderson attended on behalf of the Club and
reported thanked ClIr Dean for the temporary measures put in
place to solve the wobbly goal-posts problem identified at the
last meeting. He also mentioned that the goal-post stanchions
appeared to be fitted incorrectly - and asked if they could
therefore be refitted. Aside from that, the Club felt everything
was superb.

Hitchin Men’s Lacrosse Club: Mr Haxton reported that after the
last match the nets had been left at the side of the Pavilion,
(rather than near the access gate), because the padlock key had
been mislaid. The pitches were now correctly marked; and the
Club was looking for moveable fencing to be used at both ends
of the pitch, to help prevent lost balls - as they were expensive.
Clir Dean advised that the Council would be seeking an
additional storage facility so that the nets and other equipment,
(including the fencing), could be stored securely.

Mr Ryan/Clerk
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ZimStevenage FC and the Zim Hightown Foundation were
unrepresented. The Clerk would speak informally to Mr Murove
regarding additional electricity charges incurred.

054

To confirm the Minutes of the previous meeting held on
Monday 19*"November 2018

It was unanimously resolved that the Minutes be agreed as a
true and accurate record of the proceedings, and duly signed by
the Chairman of the meeting.

055

To receive areport on actions agreed at the last meeting

The Clerk reported the following progress with actions agreed at
the previous (and earlier) meetings:

(064) The Clerk to arrange a meeting between the Rights of
Way Officer, Affinity Water and Clir Seller to discuss repair
of Footpath 10 (the track to the LW Recreation Ground):
Repairs agreed with Affinity Water at an on-site meeting on 16
April had still not been implemented. ClIr Seller had telephoned
Paul Shadbolt, who missed the call. Paul had subsequently e-
mailed the Clerk, advising that there had been an internal
reorganisation; the contractor’s quote for the work had been
received in the Summer, but overlooked; and he had contacted
him again to see if the price was still valid. Nothing further had
been heard and CllIr Seller would contact Paul Shadbolt again.
The Clerk reported that on 22 January 2019 Herts Highways
would be carrying out repairs to the section of the track leading
down from the gate to Tower Close. She was unavailable on that
date, so asked whether someone else could speak to the
contractors, with a view to any left-over tarmac being used to
repair the potholes near the gate. ClIr Foster offered to do so.
Carry Forward.

(043) ClIr Foster to write to Herts & Cambridge Ground
Maintenance seeking references and confirmation of the
quotation provided for pitch maintenance: See Item 056
below. Closed

(035) The Clerk to write again to Mr Stutley, regarding
removal of the barbed wire fencing at Little WymondlIey
Recreation Ground; and the football clubs to be asked to
use the gap in the fence to retrieve balls from Mr Stutley’s
land: At the previous meeting, the Committee had agreed a draft
letter provided by the Clerk. In subsequent discussions with the
Parish Council Chairman an additional sentence had been
suggested to the effect that the Council could arrange for the
barbed wire removal and invoice Mr Stutley if that simplified
matters. The Clerk had therefore deferred sending the letter,
pending agreement by the Committee/Council to any such
amendment. The Committee agreed that the approved draft
letter should stand and be sent. Carry Forward

CllIr Seller

ClIr Foster

Clerk

056

To agree a contractor to undertake the Little Wymondley
football pitch maintenance

CliIr Foster had written to Herts & Cambridge Ground
Maintenance seeking references and confirmation of the
quotation provided for pitch maintenance: A slightly revised
guote had been received, which was still very reasonable
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compared with others. The Committee therefore agreed to
recommend acceptance to the Council when ClIr Dean reported
to it later that evening.

057 To agree action to be taken in response to the recent
playground inspection reports

The reports had been circulated earlier. Only low or very low risk
issues had been identified, e.g. the need for warning and
emergency contact signs; grass surface repairs in some places;
monitoring of equipment conditions; removal of dead wood;
cutting back of overgrown bushes near benches and gates; gate
repairs and moss/algae removal. Unfortunately, the agenda item
was overlooked so was not fully discussed by the Committee.

058 To agree payments and donations in accordance with the
budget

The Committee agreed the itemised payments and donations
relating to the Recreation Grounds, which would later be
submitted to the Council at its main meeting.

059 Any Other Business

CliIr Foster reminded the Clerk that he needed to be provided Clerk
with a resident’s e-mail address, so that he could formally her for
acting as unofficial gatekeeper.

Mr Ryan asked if limescale remover could be supplied, so that
the Club could routinely apply it to the showerheads after use, to
prevent build-up. The Clerk advised it was available in the
kitchen; and explained the issues with the showerheads, and the
maintenance action undertaken/planned.

Clir Dean mentioned that Mrs Blomfield had provided him with
cash in settlement of the Council’s invoice for her use of Great
Wymondley Recreation Ground for Forest Schools sessions; and
that he had passed this to the Clerk earlier.

The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 11 February 2019 at Wymondley JMI
School.
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