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  WYMONDLEY PARISH COUNCIL  

 Minutes of a Meeting of the Recreation Grounds 
Committee 

Held at Wymondley JMI School 
On Monday 11 February 2019 at 7.30pm 

 

 

Members Present 
Cllr Mr T Dean (Chairman) 
Cllr Mr S Foster 
Mr R Hook  
 
 

Also present 
Ms C Kerby (Clerk)  
Cllr Mrs B Gilbert 
Cllr Mr G Seller 
2 Members of the public 
 
 
 

Item   Action 

060 To receive and accept Apologies for absence  

 Apologies were received and accepted on the night from Mr 
Plummer and Mr Murove; (and belatedly from Mrs Blomfield and 
Mr Ryan). 

 

061 To receive verbal reports from Recreation Grounds users  

 FC Comets: Mr Hook attended on behalf of the Club and 
thanked Cllr Dean for dealing with the goal post stanchions 
issue. (The Club had believed that they had been installed 
upside down, but now realised they were mistaken and would 
manage with their nets accordingly.)  He also reported that, for 
the U15s, the season was not going particularly well. 

He mentioned that the lower pitch was badly churned up, and 
suggested it needed to be rested for 2-3 weeks, to allow it to dry 
out and recover.  Cllr Dean offered to look at it; and agreed to 
accelerate the pitch maintenance work, if possible. 

Mr Hook also mentioned that piles of catering equipment, 
(including large knives etc), had been left precariously piled up 
on the draining board which was something of a health and 
safety risk. The Clerk would speak to the users concerned. 

He mentioned that the Club had been using cones to keep the 
Tennis Club parking spaces free, which could be removed on 
request if Tennis Club members wished to use the spaces. 

Wymondley Tennis Club: Cllr Dean reported that the Tennis 
Club would be holding its AGM on 13 February, and that he 
would mention FC Comets use of parking cones. 

He also mentioned that one of the obsolete floodlights had 
recently fallen onto the Little Wymondley Recreation Ground in 
high winds, and subsequently been cut up and removed by 
himself and the Garden Valet. The remaining floodlight near the 
Pavilion, (which had been leaning precariously), had also been 
removed and disposed of for safety reasons. 

Hitchin’s Men’s Lacrosse Club, Wymondley FC, 
ZimStevenage FC and Zim Hightown Foundation: were all 
unrepresented.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Dean/Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Dean 
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062 To confirm the Minutes of the previous meeting held on 
Monday 7th January 2019 

 

 It was unanimously resolved that the Minutes be agreed as a 
true and accurate record of the proceedings, and duly signed by 
the Chairman of the meeting.  

 
 

063 To receive a report on actions agreed at the last meeting  

 The Clerk reported the following progress with actions agreed at 
the previous (and earlier) meetings:  

(064) Cllr Seller to contact Paul Shadbolt of Affinity Water, to 
establish when progress would be made in implementing 
the repairs to Footpath 10, (the track to the LW Recreation 
Ground), which were agreed at a meeting on 16 April 2018: 
Repairs agreed with Affinity Water at an on-site meeting on 16 
April had still not been implemented. Cllr Seller had telephoned 
Paul Shadbolt, who missed the call. Paul had subsequently e-
mailed the Clerk, advising that there had been an internal 
reorganisation; the contractor’s quote for the work had been 
received in the Summer, but overlooked; and he had contacted 
him again to see if the price was still valid.  Nothing further had 
been heard and Cllr Seller would contact Paul Shadbolt again. 
No progress had been made by Cllr Seller.  Carry Forward 

(055) On 22 January 2019, Cllr Foster to ask the Herts 
Highways contractors undertaking repairs in Tower Close, 
whether they would use any left-over tarmac to repair the 
potholes near the gate: Cllr Foster attended the site, but 
unfortunately the contractors had already been and gone. Cllr 
Dean had managed to speak to them earlier, and they had used 
the scrapings from their job to fill the potholes. Closed 

(035) The Clerk to write again to Mr Stutley, regarding 
removal of the barbed wire fencing at Little Wymondley 
Recreation Ground; and the football clubs to be asked to 
use the gap in the fence to retrieve balls from Mr Stutley’s 
land: The Clerk had written again to Mr Stutley, but no response 
had yet been received.  She had also established that the strip of 
land between the southern boundary of the Recreation Ground 
and the A602 was owned by Herts County Council; and was 
currently corresponding with HCC regarding removal of the 
barbed wire. Mark Watts owned the land on the eastern 
boundary, and she had e-mailed him via the Rights of Way 
Officer.  She had agreed to meet with Mr Watts at the Recreation 
Ground, but nothing further had been heard from him. The Clerk 
would therefore contact him again.  Cllr Dean offered to 
accompany her to the meeting when arranged.  Carry Forward 

(053) Mr Ryan to advise the Clerk of two ad hoc reserve 
team fixtures, so that she could invoice him accordingly: 
one fixture for which Wymondley FC had already paid had been 
an Away Walk Over, and there appeared to be an additional 
fixture, so the Clerk would now reconcile the actual fixture and 
payment situation at the end of the season as usual.  Closed 

(053) The Clerk to obtain a larger recycling bin for the 
Pavilion: Not yet actioned as she needed to check the size of 
the existing one.  Carry Forward 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Seller 
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Clerk 
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(053) The Parish Council to arrange for the upside-down 
goal-post stanchions to be refitted: Cllr Dean had rectified the 
situation. Closed  

(059) The Clerk to provide Cllr Foster with the unofficial 
gatekeeper’s e-mail address, so he could write and thank 
her on behalf of the Council: This had been done. Closed 

064 To receive an update from the Chairman on action to be 
taken in response to the recent playground inspection 
reports 

 

 The reports had been circulated earlier. Only low or very low risk 
issues had been identified, e.g. the need for warning and 
emergency contact signs; grass surface repairs in some places; 
monitoring of equipment conditions; removal of dead wood; 
cutting back of overgrown bushes near benches and gates; gate 
repairs and moss/algae removal.   

Cllr Dean had discussed the required remedial work with the 
Garden Valet, who would provide a quotation. Comparable 
quotes would then be obtained from other contractors. 

The Clerk had investigated whether there was any prescribed 
wording for the recommended warning signs.  It seemed there 
was not, but she had found a recommended form of words in BS 
EN 15312.  It was agreed this should be used and that signs 
should be installed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

065 To discuss requirements for additional storage at the Little 
Wymondley Recreation Ground 

 

 The Pavilion store room was too small to house the variety of 
sports equipment, (and other paraphernalia), used at the 
Recreation Ground.  Cllr Dean had therefore undertaken some 
preliminary research into potential storage containers, many of 
which would be far too big to be delivered to the Recreation 
Ground and too costly. 

He was therefore now considering smaller, self-assembly 
containers, along the lines of a 10 x 12 feet, metal shed, and 
would report back to the Committee in due course.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Dean 

066 Any Other Business  

 Cllr Foster asked how many local children were attending the 
Forest School - and was advised by Cllr Dean that it was mostly 
local children from Great Wymondley. Cllr Foster felt that if the 
Council had enough funds, it could perhaps subsidise local 
children’s attendance. Cllr Dean offered to check with Mrs 
Blomfield regarding her marketing.   

 

The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 18 March 2019 at Wymondley JMI School.                  
 

 
Chairman………………………………………                                    Date………………………… 


