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  WYMONDLEY PARISH COUNCIL  

 Minutes of a Meeting of the Recreation Grounds 
Committee 

Held at Wymondley JMI School 
On Monday 18 March 2019 at 7.30pm 

 

 

Members Present 
Cllr Mr T Dean (Chairman) 
Cllr Mr S Foster 
Mrs A Blomfield 
Mr C Plummer 
Mr J Ryan  
 
 

Also present 
Ms C Kerby (Clerk)  
Cllr Mrs B Gilbert 
 
 
 
 

Item   Action 

067 To receive and accept Apologies for absence  

 Apologies were received and accepted from Messrs Henderson 
and Hook on the night; (and belatedly from Messrs Haxton, 
Henderson and Hook). 

 

068 To receive verbal reports from Recreation Grounds users  

 Wymondley Tennis Club: Cllr Dean reported that the Monday 
evening Datchworth League matches would commence on 22 
April and continue for 14 weeks. The Tennis Club would also be 
holding a start-up day on 14 April, at 2.00 pm. 

FC Comets: Mr Plummer attended on behalf of the Club and 
reported that this would be the U18’s last season, although the 
U15s would continue to play at Little Wymondley.  He also raised 
the issue of the store-room being full of inappropriate items, 
including beer, which were also causing problems in accessing 
equipment. Cllr Dean advised that was an issue for the Council; 
and that to alleviate the problem additional storage was being 
considered. Zim Hightown Foundation would, however, need to 
confirm their long-term commitment to use of the Recreation 
Ground before any expenditure.  

Wymondley Veterans FC: Mr Ryan reported that the Club had 
returned to its initial funding model, and therefore expected to be 
financially viable for next season. 

Join The Dots Forest School: Mrs Blomfield reported that the 
first 3 sessions had gone well, and that they were a good de-
stresser for parents. The uptake for the morning sessions was 
low, possibly because of the weather and children’s involvement 
in other clubs. She was keen to continue, but things would need 
to improve by June/July, as the afternoon sessions were 
currently subsidising the morning ones and financial viability was 
therefore a major concern. Due to staffing requirements, there 
was a maximum of 10 children per session.  Planting had started 
and County Cllr Thake’s grant was also being used for bird and 
insect boxes.  (She mentioned that the original British Ladybird 
was resident in Great Wymondley, and she intended to find out 
more about it, with a view to aiding hibernation.)  Cllr Foster 
suggested that the Council might sponsor taster sessions, in the 
same way that it had sponsored the Senior Citizens’ pub 
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lunches, and Mrs Blomfield was advised to apply for a grant.  
The Clerk would supply her with the necessary application form.  

 
Clerk 

069 To confirm the Minutes of the previous meeting held on 
Monday 11th February 2019 

 

 It was unanimously resolved that the Minutes be agreed as a 
true and accurate record of the proceedings, and duly signed by 
the Chairman of the meeting.  

 
 

070 To receive a report on actions agreed at the last meeting  

 The Clerk reported the following progress with actions agreed at 
the previous (and earlier) meetings:  

(064) Cllr Seller to contact Paul Shadbolt of Affinity Water, to 
establish when progress would be made in implementing 
the repairs to Footpath 10, (the track to the LW Recreation 
Ground), which were agreed at a meeting on 16 April 2018: 
Repairs agreed with Affinity Water at an on-site meeting on 16 
April had still not been implemented. Cllr Seller had telephoned 
Paul Shadbolt, who missed the call. Paul had subsequently e-
mailed the Clerk, advising that there had been an internal 
reorganisation; the contractor’s quote for the work had been 
received in the Summer, but overlooked; and he had contacted 
him again to see if the price was still valid.  Nothing further had 
been heard and Cllr Seller would contact Paul Shadbolt again. 
No progress had been made by Cllr Seller.  Carry Forward 

(035) The Clerk to write again to Mr Stutley, regarding 
removal of the barbed wire fencing at Little Wymondley 
Recreation Ground; and the football clubs to be asked to 
use the gap in the fence to retrieve balls from Mr Stutley’s 
land: The Clerk had written again to Mr Stutley, but no response 
had yet been received.  She had also written to Herts County 
Council, (who had purchased the strip of land between the 
southern boundary of the Recreation Ground and the A602), but 
had been advised that evening that there was a land registration 
issue which needed to be resolved. Mark Watts owned the land 
on the eastern boundary, and she had e-mailed him via the 
Rights of Way Officer.  She had agreed to meet Mr Watts at the 
Recreation Ground, but nothing further had been heard from 
him. The Clerk would therefore contact him again.  Cllr Dean 
offered to accompany her to the meeting when arranged.  Carry 
Forward 

(053) The Clerk to obtain a larger recycling bin for the 
Pavilion: Not yet actioned as she needed to check the size of 
the existing one.  Carry Forward 

(061) The Clerk and Cllr Dean to arrange to rest the lower 
pitch for 2-3 weeks; and accelerate the pitch maintenance 
work, if possible: See Agenda Item 071. Closed  

(061) The Clerk to speak to Zim Hightown Foundation 
regarding the piles of catering equipment left in the kitchen: 
The Clerk had e-mailed Mr Murove about the matter. Closed 

(064) The Clerk to arrange for appropriate warning signs in 
the playgrounds, using a recommended form of words in BS 
EN 15312: This had not yet been done.  Carry Forward 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Seller 
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(065) Cllr Dean to report back to the Committee regarding 
potential additional storage for the Little Wymondley 
Recreation Ground: See Agenda Item 072 Closed 

071 To discuss progress with pitch maintenance and remedial 
playground work 

 

 The Clerk had asked the Clubs to use only the top pitch for a 
while; and had repeatedly tried to contact Justin Wilmott to 
discuss maintenance arrangements - but had received no 
response. She was asked to try again; and to contact the 
Melbourn Parish Clerk regarding the matter. 

Cllr Dean had obtained a quote for the remedial playground 
work, which he would put before the Council for approval. A 
metal pedestrian gate, which might be more durable than the 
existing wooden one, had also been considered. 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Dean 

072 To agree the way forward regarding additional storage at the 
Little Wymondley Recreation Ground 

 

  Cllr Dean had researched the options and identified a flat-
packed, powder-coated steel self-assembly store which he felt 
would be suitable.  The Committee agreed that its purchase 
would not be pursued until Zim Hightown Foundation had 
confirmed their commitment to use of the recreation Ground for 
at least a further year.  The Clerk would contact them about it.  

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

073 Reminder re hire agreements – cleaning etc  

 The Clerk issued those present with a copy of the hire 
agreement, which had its terms on the reverse.  She explained 
that it was not possible for the Pavilion to be cleaned in between 
sessions when it was used in the morning and afternoon of the 
same day. It was therefore important that, in line with the hire 
agreement, users tidied up after themselves, i.e. by putting 
rubbish and recyclables in the appropriate bins, flushing the 
toilets and sweeping the floor. That way, it would be reasonably 
clean for the following users. The other key issue was that hand 
towels should not be put down the toilets as this blocked them! 

 
 
 
 
 
Pavilion users 

074 To agree payments and donations in accordance with the 
budget 

 

 The Committee agreed the itemised payments and donations 
relating to the Recreation Grounds, which would later be 
submitted to the Council at its main meeting. 

 

075 Any other business  

 Cllr Dean reported that, due to vandalism, the store-room door 
and frame needed to be replaced at a cost of over £2000.  
Delivery of a replacement was expected in around 4-6 weeks.  

 

The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 20 May 2019 at Wymondley JMI School.   

 

                
 
Chairman………………………………………                                    Date………………………… 


