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WYMONDLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council 

Held at Wymondley JMI School   

On Monday 15 May at 7.00pm 

 

 

Members Present:   Cllr S Foster, Cllr B Gilbert, Cllr D Griffiths, Cllr C McDonnell, Cllr A 

Riches-Duit (Chair), Cllr R Riches-Duit  

 
In Attendance: County Cllr R Thake, Clare Morgan NHDC, Aimee Flack NHDC, Mrs S Weir 
(Clerk) and 31 members of the public 
 
To elect a Chairman for Item 1 of this meeting 
Cllr Griffiths was unanimously elected as Chairman for item 1. 
  

1. To elect the Chairman for 2023/24 (and to receive the Declaration of Acceptance 

of Office 

Cllr A Riches-Duit was proposed by Cllr Griffiths, seconded by Cllr Foster and duly elected by 

a unanimous vote in favour. The Clerk signed and dated his signed Declaration of Office. 

 

The meeting was adjourned for 40 minutes while public discussion took place about 

Needham House being used to house asylum seekers. 

 

Cllr Thake left the meeting 

 

2. To Elect the Vice-Chairman for 2023 / 24  

Cllr Gilbert was proposed by Cllr Griffiths, seconded by Cllr A Riches and duly elected by a 

unanimous vote in favour. 

 

3. To receive and accept apologies for absence 

Apologies received from Cllrs Boxhall and Harding 

 

4. To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda   

None received  
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5. To receive petitions, comments and questions from the public 

• A member of the public suggested calling a meetings as necessary to deal with the 

Needham House situation, posting reminders on Facebook. 

• A member of the public had concerns about the parking near to the Plume of Feathers, 

and was advised to contact Cllr Thake. 

• A member of the public brought up the state of the Settle ground behind Siccut Road.  

Cllr R Riches-Duit explained that WPC had been looking into allotments, but there was 

no public interest.  If 106 money was received it may be possible that some of this 

could be used to clear the area and / or for allotments.  Cllr Gilbert mentioned the 

success of the Community Garden, but said WPC would need evidence of interest 

before proceeding. 

 

6. To confirm the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 17 April 2023 

  RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Griffiths, seconded Cllr Foster and   

  unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the meeting of 17 April 2023  

  be agreed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. They   

  were duly signed by the Chairman.   

  Action: Clerk to upload final version 

   

7. To receive the Chairman’s announcements 

None 

 

8. To receive an update from the District and County Councillors 

Cllr Griffiths: 

• Will update WPC with any further developments about Needham House 

• Full Council Meeting is taking place on 25 May 

 

9. To confirm the appointment of a new RFO. 

Linseyanne Steell will be joining WPC on 22 May 2023. 

 

10. To receive the Clerk’s Report 

The Clerk’s Report was received. 
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11. To receive a report from the Planning Group and agree responses to planning 

applications and related matters arising since the last Parish Council meeting  

The planning report was included with the agenda and discussed at the meeting.  There were 

no actions. 

 

12. To receive an oral report from the Recreation Grounds Committee 

• The tennis club are still having problems with parking. 

• There is a suspected asbestos panel at the back of the tennis hut. 

• FC Comets only have one more game to play on 21 May 

• The teams asked about having the pitches rolled. 

 

13. To review and appoint members for 2023/24 to the following Committees 

 and Working Groups. 

   RESOLVED: to approve the following appointments 

a. Recreation Grounds Committee: Cllr A Riches-Duit (Chair), 

Cllr Foster and Cllr McDonnell. 

b. Staffing Committee:  Cllr A Riches-Duit (Chair), Cllr Gilbert 

and Cllr Griffiths. 

c. Environment Working Group:  Cllr C McDonnell (Chair), Cllr 

R Riches Duit 

d. Planning Working Group:  Cllr Harding (Chair), Cllr Boxall 

and Cllr Gilbert 

 

14. Finance 

a) To authorise payments made in accordance with the budget and note receipt 

of income for April. 

 RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Riches-Duit, seconded Cllr Gilbert and 

 unanimously agreed to authorise payments made in April. 

 

15. Armed Forces Covenant – to consider applying for a Ministry of Defence 

 Employer Recognition Scheme Bronze Award 

Discussed and agreed that the Champion should be someone in the community. 

   RESOLVED: Cllr A Riches-Duit, seconded Cllr Griffiths and  

   unanimously agreed to apply or a Ministry of Defence Employer  

   Recognition Scheme Bronze Award.  

   Action:  Clerk to find out if anyone in the community would like to 

   become a Champion. 
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16. Tennis Club – to agree to go ahead with the additional work required, which has 

been included in the budget for 2023/24. 

As the had been previously discussed and was included in the budget, although as the quote 

was given in September 2022, it may increase slightly, but the Clerk can go ahead and get 

the work carried out. 

   Action:  Clerk to ask contractor to start the work 

 

17. Tesco Grant – to agree how the money is to be spent. 

The grant is for £500 but the bins the Council uses are on average about £160 and the Council 

needs to get permission from Tesco before spending the money on anything else.  

Suggestions were made and agreed that there could be three bins, one in Little Wymondley 

Rec, one in Great Wymondley Rec and one in Siccut Road near the Dog Poo bin, with any 

additional cost being absorbed by the Council. 

   Action:  Clerk to contact Tesco requesting permission 

 

18. To review and adopt the Risk Assessment 

   RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Griffiths, seconded by Cllr A Riches-

   Duit, and  agreed, with the exception of Cllr Foster who  

   abstained, the Risk Assessment was updated, adopted and  

   approved.  

 

19. To note the payment made to Great Wymondley Church of £250 towards their 

 Coronation Event. 

 The payment was noted.  

 

20. Great Wymondley Play Park damage to posts – to discuss and agree a plan of 

 action. 

It was agreed that the post should be replaced. 

   Action:  Clerk to get costings. 

 

21. Countryside Management Service – Green Space Audit. 

Countryside Management Service would like to discuss in more detail and asked for a contact.  

Cllr McDonnell agreed to be the main contact. 

   Action:  Clerk to provide Cllr McDonnell with contact details for 

   Countryside Management 

  

22. Items for Information or future agenda 

• Business Directory 

• Great Wymdondley King’s Big Lunch – additional grant request 

• Needham House 

• Pavilion Roof 

• Community Garden email?? 
 
 
The meeting closed at 21.15 
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Date of the next meeting – Monday 19 June 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman…………………..............    Date……………………………… 


