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WYMONDLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council 

Held at Wymondley JMI School   

On Monday 17 April at 7.00pm 

 

 

Members Present:   Cllr S Foster, Cllr B Gilbert, Cllr D Griffiths, Cllr P Harding, Cllr A Riches-

Duit (Chair), Cllr R Riches-Duit and Cllr G Seller 

 
In Attendance: County Cllr R Thake, Mrs S Weir (Clerk) and seven members of the public 
   

169. To receive and accept apologies for absence 
None received 

 

170. To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda   

None received  

 

171. To confirm the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 13 March 2023 

  RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Griffiths, seconded Cllr Harding and   

  unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the meeting of 13 March 2023  

  be agreed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. They   

  were duly signed by the Chairman.   

  Action: Clerk to upload final version 

   

172. To receive petitions, comments and questions from the public 

None received 

 

173. To receive the Chairman’s announcements 

Cllr A Riches-Duit explained that the replacement RFO had not taken up the post as planned 

and an interview was taking place on 28 April for a replacement. 

 

174. To receive an update from the District and County Councillors 

Cllr Seller asked Cllr Thake if there were any credence to the rumours that Needham House 

was going to house asylum seekers.  Cllr Thake said he would make further investigations. 

The Clerk reported that she had received an anonymous call to say that Needham House was 

going to house asylum seekers. 

  Action: Councillor Thake making further enquiries 

  Action: Clerk to contact Bim Afolami to ask if he has any information 

  about this matter 

 

175. To receive the Clerk’s Report 

The Clerk’s Report was received. 
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176. To receive a report from the Planning Group and agree responses to planning 

applications and related matters arising since the last Parish Council meeting  

The planning report to the 10 April was sent out with the agenda and Cllr Harding highlighted: 

• Removal of plum trees in Arch Road, Great Wymondley - awaiting feedback from 

neighbours. 

• Hillbrow Great Wymondley – retention of extension.  Cllr Seller visited and has  

contacted three residents.  A permanent shed like structure has been erected which 

was not part of the original application.  Neighbours are concerned about the lack of 

planning permission.  WPC to oppose the retrospective application as it is not in 

keeping with the conservation area and neither planning permission or building control 

has been sought. 

 RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr A Riches-Duit, Seconded Cllr Seller and 

 unanimously agreed that this application to be opposed by WPC. 

 

 Action:  Clerk to lodged the Parish Council’s objection with NHDC 

 Planning 

 

• The major three applications will be discussed further at the Annual Parish Assembly, 

which will follow this meeting and highlighted: 

▪ At the meeting with the Priory Solar Farm Developer, attention needs to be given 

to social gain while making it clear that this has no impact on the Council’s 

objection.   

▪ Sperberry Hill Solar Farm could come up as early as June.   

▪ Housing development plans not yet resubmitted. 

 

177. Finance 

a) To authorise payments made in accordance with the budget and note receipt 

of income for February and March. 

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Gilbert, seconded Cllr Harding and unanimously 

agreed to authorise payments made in February and March, noting that the 

only payments made in March were by direct debits. 

b) To change the job role of Cllr Gilbert from ‘payment controller’ to ‘account 

leader’ on the NatWest Bankline software. 

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr A Riches-Duit and and seconded Cllr Seller and 

unanimously agreed to that Cllr Gilbert’s job role on the NatWest Bankline 

software be changed from ‘payment controller’ to ‘account leader’. 

c) To note the Clerk’s move from SCP 19 (£14.48 per hour) to SCP 20 (£14.47 

per Hour) effective from 1 April 2023 as per her contract. 

The Clerks increase move from SCP to SCP 20 was noted. 

 

178. To discuss joining Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) 

Cllr Harding gave an outline of the group. Membership is £36 per annum. 

 RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr A Riches-Duit and seconded Cllr Seller an 

 unanimously agreed that Wymondley Parish Council become members of 

 CPRE. 

 Action:  Clerk to arrange membership 
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179. To discuss Tennis Club Rent 

Sheryl Hann, Treasurer of the Tennis Club, sent an email setting out their position with respect 

to the rent increases, which was sent out with the agenda.  Cllr Foster responded that further 

investigation needed to be made around what other Councils for charged for similar premises. 

  Action:  Clerk to try to ascertain what other Councils are charging for 

  similar buildings. 

 

180. To discuss quote for £110 to remove the security light outside the tennis hut. 

Cllr Seller said that there must be a switch to turn off the light in the tennis hut and in the first 

instance to try to locate this. 

  Action:  Cllr Seller to meet with Ms Hann to try and locate the switch. 

 

181. To discuss grant request from Friends of Wymondley School 

Tony Plunket, Head Teacher of Wymondley JMI School, outlined the school’s plans for 

marking the King’s Coronation. 

Cllr Thake said he would give a grant of £250 and asked that the school rather than the Council 

apply for this.  Cllr Seller thanked Cllr Thake for his contribution. 

  RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Seller, Seconded Cllr Griffiths and unanimously 

  agreed to award Wymondley JMI School £250 towards marking the King’s 

  Coronation. 

 

182. To discuss disposal of Clerk’s old laptop. 

The Clerk explained that unless there was any objection, Hertscom would remove the data 

from the laptop and it would be disposed of and removed from the asset register.  There were 

no objections. 

  Action:  Clerk to contact Hertscom to start the process. 

 

183. To discuss quote from T J Fire & Security for replacement of bulkhead 

emergency light above the entry door at the Pavillion. 

T J Fire & Security’s quote for £112 was provided with the agenda. 

  RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr A Riches-Duit, seconded by Cllr Harding and  

  unanimously agreed that T J Fire & Security’s quote be accepted and the work 

  for the work to go ahead. 

 

184. To discussed Solar Sites, Michael Gove and new developments affecting Todd 

Green. 

Cllr Foster alerted the Council about new solar sites linked to national rail. 

  

185. Items for Information or future agenda 

• Cllr A Riches-Duit thanked Cllr Seller on behalf of the Council and residents for all his 
hard work over many years. 

• Litter Pickers to be thanked. 

• Cllr Griffith’s said he continues to report potholes. 

• Cllr Harding said that the speed sign was now in place in Great Wymondley, although 
there were mixed views on its impact. 

• Cllr Harding encouraged all to come along to the Coronation Event in Great 
Wymondley. 
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• Cllr Harding asked how the Council would like to proceed with respect to 1 Tower 
Close paving on Tower Close Green.  Feedback from the Council was for a formal 
arrangement to be put in place to prevent any adverse possession of land in future. 

 
 
The meeting closed at 20:10 
 
Date of the next meeting – Monday 15 May 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman…………………..............    Date……………………………… 


