WYMONDLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council
Held at The Bucks Head, Little Wymondley
On Monday 17 July at 7.30pm

Members Present: Clir J Boxall, ClIr D Griffiths, Clir C McDonnell, Cllr A Riches-Duit (Chair),
ClIr R Riches-Duit

In Attendance: Mrs S Weir (Clerk) and six members of the public

50.

To receive and accept apologies for absence

Apologies received from CllIrs Foster, Gilbert Harding and County Clir Thake

51.

To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda

None received

52.

53.

To discuss any updates regarding Needham House Hotel
ClIr Griffiths advised he was informed by HCC, who had received the information from
the contractor running the hotel, that there were 63 residents at Needham House. All
are families, half of who are children and the majority of the adults are women.
ClIr Griffiths is not receiving information directly.
Has received assurances from the District Council that they will pass on any
information they receive to the Parish Council.
All enquiries should be made to The Home Office.
Action: ClIr A Riches-Duit to draft a complaint to the Home Office at
their handling of the matter, coping in Bim Afolami.

To discuss the call in of Priory Solar Farm
The Planning Committee met and made some recommendations.
Position of opposing development has not changed.
In a telephone call to Clir A Riches-Duit, AGR increased their offer to £30K per annum
which would be index linked.
This can’t be used in a 106 structure and a committee trust would need to be formed,
which would be separate from the Parish Council.
An action group is being formed to fight solar farm and money has been pledged, but
not from the Parish Council.
It was agreed that Wymondley Parish Council become an interested party.
Discussion took place around investigating who was for and against the solar farm and
the need for clarity about residents views on solar farms.
ClIr Griffiths advised the District Council do not currently have a solar farm policy and
that it is being pushed for as such a policy would have a community benefit.
ClIr A Riches-Duit explained that due to the Council’s financial situation it could not
pledge money to the Solar Farm Action Group.
The enquiry will take place between 12 and 2 September 2023.
RESOLVED: Proposed by ClIir A Riches-Duit, seconded by Clir Boxall that
Wymondley Parish Council register that it is an interested party.
RESOLVED: Proposed Clir A Riches-Duit, seconded ClIr R Riches-Duit and
agreed by the majority of the meeting (Clir McDonnell abstained), Wymondley
Parish Council cannot donate funds to the Solar Farm Action Group.



54.

55.

56.
None

57.

58.

To receive petitions, comments and questions from the public
A member of the public asked if that the shrubs be cut back on Priory Lane at the
junction with Stevenage Road, with the view to the left if one were facing Tower Close.
RRD said this was discussed at the June meeting and Clir Foster was arranging for
this to be done.
A member of the public said that the in Great Wymondley where the speed indicator
is, the Dog Rose needs cutting back.
Action: Clerk to ascertain who is responsible for cutting this back
A member of the public complained about the noise from Todd in the Hole and was
advised to contact the Licencing Committee.
Action: ClIr Griffiths will share the contact with the PC and they will
respond.

To confirm the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 19 June 2023
RESOLVED: Proposed CliIr Griffiths, seconded Clir McDonnel and
unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the meeting of 19 June 2023
be agreed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. They
were duly signed by the Chairman.

Action: Clerk to upload final version

To receive the Chairman’s announcements

To receive an update from the District and County Councillors
ClIr Griffiths advised that grants of up to £1K are available from Southern Rural Forum.
Fly tipping increased by 74% during COVID and although it has gone down it is till up
by 40% on pre-COVID levels. The issue is that people are using “take away my waste”
apps which are a scam.
Fly tipping on verges and ditches is the responsibility of the owner.
“What three words” is helpful when way to report fly tipping.
District Council had an invitation to discuss CIL vs 106 money. He advised that
developers are getting around having to give to compensate councils by building
smaller developments.
CIL is different to 106 as it goes into a pot.
Planning officers producing a report by September on which is the best option to use.
Council Leader will be doing a walkabout around the Ward and booking in dates in
August.
Action: ClIr Griffiths will put a post on the community page about fly
tipping
Action: Provide ClIr Griffiths with availability for Council Leader’s
walkabout

To receive the Clerk’s Report

The Clerk’s Report was received.



59. To receive a report from the Planning Group and agree responses to planning
applications and related matters arising since the last Parish Council meeting

The planning report was included with the agenda and there have been no new applications
since the June report.

60. To receive an oral report from the Recreation Grounds Committee

e There are no bookings in July and August.

e FC Comets have bookings throughout September.
Pitch maintenance and rolling was discussed. Teams agreed to water the
maintenance areas as necessary.

¢ Hitchin Vets will not be using the pitch as planned as they have been unable to form a
league.

e Meetings will start at 7:15 in future.

61. Finance
To authorise payments made in accordance with the budget and note receipt of
income for May and June.
RESOLVED: Proposed CliIr A Riches-Duit, seconded ClIr Giriffiths and
unanimously agreed to authorise payments made in May and June.

62. To discuss Zim Stevenage FC overdue invoices and action to take in respect of
the coming season.

Since the meeting agenda had been sent out, the team had responded to the Clerk’s
correspondence about the outstanding fees and have said these will be paid. A representative
of the team came to the Recreation Grounds Committee Meeting and confirmed they will be
using the pitch this coming season. The position will continue to be monitored.

63. To note Castle Water charges and action being taken by RFO.
The RFO has resolved this matter and has requested a refund of £613.

64. To discuss Traffic Regulation Order — St Mary’s Church Path Lane, Little
Wymondley
A resident had emailed concerns with particular regard to cars and vans parking on the corner
making it difficult to see around the corner and practically impossible to see up St Mary’s
Church Path as you turn off Stevenage Road. It was agreed that in the first instance letters
that ClIr Boxall would arrange for letters to be sent.

Action: Clir Boxall will report back to the meeting.

65. To discuss quotes for remedial work for Great Wymondley Playground.
There is no budget for this work, which is particularly expensive with respect to the installation.
Action: Clerk to ask playground company for installation specification.

66. To discuss quote for pitch maintenance and pitch rolling.
RESOLVED: Proposed CliIr Griffiths, seconded Clir A Riches-Duit and
unanimously agreed to accept the quotes o £730 for the pitch maintenance and
£440 for the pitch rolling.

67. To discuss quote for removal of the goal posts
The budget for the removal of the goal posts is £600, although the Clerk recently received a
verbal quote of no more than £200. However, it was felt that as one of the teams have
indicated that they are likely to have a first game at the end of August, for this year it is an
unnecessary expense.

RESOLVED: Proposed Clir A Riches-Duit, seconded Cllir McDonnell and

unanimously agreed not to remove the goal posts this year.
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68. To discuss the quote for hedge cutting, Bridgewater, Stevenage Road.

The quote for this work was almost £400. It had not been included in the budget and with

more pressing priorities, the Parish Council cannot afford to carry out the work this year.
Action: ClIr A Riches-Duit will write to inform the resident of the outcome.

69. To discuss Tree Survey and Quote for Remedial works.
There is only £1,900 left in the budget for the work but Category A work needs to be carried
out in the next three months costing £2,700. Category B work can be undertaken in the next
12 months costing £1,000.
RESOLVED: Proposed ClIr A Riches-Duit, seconded ClIr Boxall and
unanimously agreed that the Category A work costing £2,700 be carried out.
Action: Clerk to advise Evolution Tree to go ahead with Category A work.

70. To discuss timers and electricity usage in Little Wymondley Pavilion
The Clerk undertook a new test with the fridge turned off and the costs would be £3 per week,
but from the 1 August when out of contract, this would increase £9. This is a big reduction in
usage from the earlier test, so there may be a problem with the fridge, although even this small
amount of electricity needs to be queried.
Action: Clerk to have the fridge tested and contact the electricity supplier
to ascertain if there is a fault with the meter

71. To discuss bouncy castle complaint.
CliIr R Riches-Duit received a complaint from a Parishioner who lives in the flats near Siccut
Road Green, complaining that the bouncy castle company has been testing their bouncy
castles on there, resulting in the grass being churred up by their forklift, and copious petrol
fumes and noise disrupting the residents in the nearby flats. Sometimes the bouncy castles
have been put up in the flats' car park, and that occasionally the forklift is being driven
around the industrial estate at 11pm at night, causing a noise nuisance.

Action: Letter to be sent to the bouncy castle company.

72. Review and Adopt the following Policies.

a. Code of Conduct

b. Recreation Ground Hire and Fee Payment Policy

c. Income Collection and Debt Policy
RESOLVED: Proposed Clir A Riches-Duit, seconded Clir Boxall and
unanimously agreed that Code of Conduct, Recreation Ground Hire and Fee
Payment Policy were reviewed and approved.
RESOLVED: Proposed Clir A Riches-Duit, seconded Cllr Boxall and
unanimously agreed that the Income Collection and Debt policy was adopted.

73. To discuss Scarecrow Festival 2023
Clir McDonnell is taking the lead on this. Agreed it will take place between 16 and 24
September and have a royal theme.

74. Iltems for future agenda
e The Clerk advised that from September the school caretaker will no longer work
early mornings or late evenings which mean that the chairs and tables will
need to be brought in from the shed and she cannot manage to do this alone
e Changing venue
e No mow area



The meeting closed at 21.40

Date of the next meeting — Monday 4 September 2023

Chairman.......ccoovveeiiiieeeenn Date....ooovei



