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WYMONDLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council 
Held at Wymondley JMI School, Little Wymondley   

On Monday 4 September at 7.30pm 
 
 
Members Present:   Cllr J Boxall, Cllr S Foster, Cllr B Gilbert, Cllr D Griffiths, Cllr C McDonnell, 
Cllr R Riches-Duit  
 
In Attendance: Cllr R Thake, Mrs S Weir (Clerk) and six members of the public 
 

74. To receive and accept apologies for absence 

Apologies received from Cllrs Harding and A Riches-Duit 
 
75. To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda   
None received 
 
76. To discuss any updates regarding Needham House Hotel 

• Cllr Thake reiterated that the Parish, District and County Councils are unable to 
answer questions or queries and that these need to be made directly to the MP or 
Home Office. 

• Cllr Griffiths reported that Needham House is now near to near to capacity. 

• Clothing donations have been received and school uniform donations are being 
requsted. 

  Action:  Cllr Thake to email clerk for details of a charitable organisation 
  who are co-ordinating donations. 
  
77. To discuss the call in of Priory Solar Farm  

• Cllr Gilbert advised that the enquiry starts on 12 September at 10:00 for ten days.  
Details can be found on the NHDC website page https://www.north-herts.gov.uk/solar-
farm-public-inquiry and can be followed on Zoom. 

• Cllr Harding assured the Parish Council at the meeting that took place on 29 August 
that it would not be liable for fees. 

 
78. To receive petitions, comments and questions from the public 
A member of the public said that with regard to the planning application for retention of an 
agricultural barn at Redcoats Green Farm, that he had made an objection on the basis that 
the building was illegal, building mis-use, and that there cannot be a claim that it is an 
established building. 
 
79. To confirm the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 17 July 2023 
  RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Boxall, seconded Cllr R Riches-Duit and  
  unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the meeting of 17 July 2023  
  be agreed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. They   
  were duly signed by the Vice Chair.   
  Action: Clerk to upload final version 
   

https://www.north-herts.gov.uk/solar-farm-public-inquiry
https://www.north-herts.gov.uk/solar-farm-public-inquiry
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80. To receive the Chairman’s announcements 
In the Chairman’s absence, the clerk informed the meeting that using the power of delegation 
and with the Chairman’s agreement, a new three year deal had sign up to with Scottish Power, 
who the RFO had found to have the cheapest rate of the three quotes she had received.  The 
costs are: 
Daily Rate  44.05p 
Day Rate 29.97p 
Night Rate 23.22p 
Weekend Rate 26.66p 
 
81. To receive an update from the District and County Councillors 
Cllr Thake: 

• Said that the recent incident where a horse had escaped, highlighted the issues for 
Stevenage Road when the bypass was closed. 

• Wymondley is being included in the 20mph zone.  This will include Great Wymondley 
and a substantial part of Little Wymondley, but not Todds Green.  Consultation likely 
to start around the end of September / mid-October.   

• Cllr Boxall discussed sectioning and Cllr Thake advised that the simplest option is to 
cover as much as possible without sectioning. 

• He advised that the zone would need to be supported by 30% - 40% of parishioners 
responding to a consultation, with the final outcome of at least 50% being in favour.  

 
Cllr Gilbert thanked Cllr Thake on behalf of WPC and its residents for the dropped kerb being 
implemented at the Church Path and Stevenage Road Junction. 
 
Cllr Griffiths 

• The 20mph zone would cover all of Little Wymondley and will discuss as to how far in 
Great Wymondley passed the church and up to the bridge.  Cllr Griffiths has suggested 
the entire length of Arch Road to  be 40mph limit.   

• Southern Rural Forum on 21 September will be a virtual meeting. 
 
A member of the public asked if a sign could be put indicating that access through Great 
Wymondley is not suitable for HGVs.  Cllr Thake explained that vehicles cannot be denied 
access.  
 
8:10pm Cllr Thake left the meeting 
 
82. To receive the Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk’s Report was received. 
   
83. To receive a report from the Planning Group and agree responses to planning 
applications and related matters arising since the last Parish Council meeting  
The planning report was included with the agenda and the following were highlighted: 
 
The Croft - many of the reasons given for the previous objection for two houses still stand, 
such as the neighbours concerned about narrow shared driveway and issues with sewage.  
  RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Boxall, Seconded Cllr McDonnell and agreed, with 
  the exception of Cllr Griffiths who abstained, to object the planning application 
  for a five bedroom house and garage on the land at the rear of the croft. 
  Action:  Planning Committee to draft objection. 
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Redcoats retention of barn at the rear – discussed unsuitable construction materials, 
particularly corrugated roof, size and use unclear, impact on listed buildings and residential 
property and hotel accommodation, size and use being unclear and time restriction on use.   
  RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr Boxall, Seconded Cllr McDonnell and  
  unanimously agreed to object to the planning application for the retention of the 
  barn at the rear of Redcoats.  
  Action:  Planning Committee to draft objection 
 
1 Tower Close – Paving on Tower Close Green 
  Action:  Clerk to seek advice on how to deal with the issue of paving slabs 
  on Parish Council land. 
 
Gravely Road Two Storey Extension – one neighbour is affected by blocked light, but any 
objection would have no legitimacy.   
  RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr Boxall, Seconded Cllr Griffiths and unanimously 
  agreed that no objection would be made to the planning application  for the 
  Graveley Road two storey extension. 
 
84. To receive an oral report from the Recreation Grounds Committee 

• Unauthorised team playing on the ground on Sunday 3 September, which was a large 
gathering.  A large amount of litter had been left. 

• Cllr McDonnell meeting with the contractor on 5 September to clarify what needs to be 
cut back behind the tennis court. 

 
85. Finance 

a) To authorise payments made in accordance with the budget and note receipt of income 
for July. 

  RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Griffiths, seconded Cllr Boxall and   
  unanimously agreed to authorise payments made in July. 

b) To write-off the outstanding Zim Hightown invoice for £12 for the storage container; 
  RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr Boxall and seconded Cllr R Riches-Duit and  
  unanimously agreed to write off the outstanding Zim Hightown invoice for £12 
  for the storage container 

c) To discuss setting up direct debit payments for HMRC. 
  RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr Griffiths, seconded Cllr R Riches-Duit and  
  unanimously agreed to set up direct debit payments for HMRC. 
 
86. To discuss quotes for remedial work to Great Wymondley Playground. 
Revised quote is only £100 less than the previous quote one and is on the basis of the Parish 
Council digging out and reinstating the stepping stones.  The playground company have 
instructions for installing new equipment, but whoever does the remedial work on current 
equipment would need to speak to one of their engineers in advance to establish if they were 
able to do so. 
Cllr Griffiths suggested applying for a grant from Southern Rural Grants whose next meeting 
is taking place virtually on 21 September between 7:30pm and 8:00pm. 
  Action:  Cllr McDonnell to attend. 
 
8:40 Cllr Griffiths left the meeting 
 
87. To discuss request for double yellow lines at the bottom of St Mary’s Road 
  Action:  Cllr Boxall will initially try applying for this to be done on the 
  Highways Website. 
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88. To discuss consultation on speed control measures 
This was discussed in item 81 – Update from County and District Councillors. 
  Action:  Clerk to ask other councils how they organised their   
  consultation. 
    
89. To discuss potholes in parish. 
Cllr Thake had left the meeting by the time this item came up.  
  Action:  Clerk to put higher up on the agenda in October. 
 
90. To discuss meeting dates for 2024. 
Meeting dates for 2024 were discussed and agreed. 
  Action:  Clerk to send out schedule 
      
91. To discuss Wymondley Tennis Club Rent 
  Action:  To be discussed again at the October meeting and Clerk to bring 
  breakdown of costs. 
    
92. To discuss request for litter bin on Siccut Green 
One of the bins from LW Rec to be installed on Siccut Green, boat side. 
  Action:  Clerk to ask Garden Valet to carry out this work. 
 
93. Recruitment of an Armed Forces Covenant Champion 
Someone did volunteer to become the Armed Forces Covenant Champion but the Clerk and 
Chair have not been able to contact them for several weeks.  Cllr McDonnell suggested 
advertising in Pax Magazine. 
  Action:  Clerk to contact Pax 
   
94. To review and adopt the following policies 

a. Revised Financial Regulations 
RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr Boxall, Seconded Cllr McDonnell and 
unanimously agreed that the Financial Regulations, which had been updated 
to reflect what the Council actually does or should be doing, be approved and 
adopted. 

b. Reserves Policy 
c. Grants Policy 
d. Media Policy 

RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr McDonnell, seconded Cllr Boxall that the 
Reserves Policy, Grants Policy and Media Policy were reviewed and approved. 

 
95. To discuss signing up to Hertfordshire Internal Audit Service. 
Clerk and RFO suggested signing up for one year. 
  RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr Boxall, seconded Cllr McDonnell and unanimously 
  agreed to sign up to the Hertfordshire Internal Audit Service for one year. 
  Action:  Clerk to inform HAPTC. 
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96. Proposal for “no mow” areas. 
Clover lawns were discussed.  Hedges or taking over the greens. Cllr McDonnell will contact 

green spaces person. 
 Action:  Cllr McDonnell contact Sarah Roberts from HCC Countryside & 

Rights of Way Council 
 
97. Changing Venjue 
Discussed and to be on October agenda. 
  Action:  Clerk to put on October agenda. 
 
98. Items for future agenda 
Drainage issue in Stevenage Road 
 

 

 
The meeting closed at 21.15 
 
Date of the next meeting – Monday 16 October 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
Chairman…………………..............    Date……………………………… 
 


