WYMONDLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council
Held at Wymondley JMI School, Little Wymondley
On Monday 16 October at 7.30pm

Members Present: Cllr J Boxall, Cllr S Foster, Clir B Gilbert, Clir D Griffiths, Clir P
Harding,Cllr C McDonnell, Clir A Riches-Duit (Chair) and Clir R Riches-Duit

In Attendance: Cllr R Thake, Mrs S Weir (Clerk), Mrs L Steele (RFO) and six members of the
public

99. To receive and accept apologies for absence

100. To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda
None received

101. To discuss any updates regarding Needham House Hotel
Update received from Marie Aldridge via Cllr Thake that Needham House currently has
enough clothing and no further donations are currently required.

102. To discuss the call in of Priory Solar Farm
No further updates. Awaiting outcome of the inquiry.
Action: Clerk to take this item off the agenda as a standing item.

103. To receive petitions, comments and questions from the public
A member of the public said the front of the Great Wymondley recreation ground needs new
railing.
Action: Clerk to send original complaint number or an aide memoire to
Cllr Thake.

A member of the public asked about the “new” solar farm Sperberry Hill/lRedcoats, which
they had not received a notification letter about. Cllr Harding explained this will be coming
up to full Council in November and ClIr Thake said that there is no statutory requirement for
NHC to send notification letters, but that it had been very well advertised. Clir Griffiths said
proximity would be a factor in the District Council’s decision when sending notification letters.

104. To confirm the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 4 September 2023
RESOLVED: Proposed CliIr Griffiths seconded CliIr Gilbert and
unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the meeting of 4 September 2023
be agreed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. They
were duly signed by the Chair.
Action: Clerk to upload final version



105. To receive the Chairman’s announcements
o A request has been received by the Community Garden for £10 to cover the cost of
the stand at Hitchin Community Apple Day on 21 October. ClIr Thake donated the
£10, which was given to Clir McDonnell to pass on to the Community Garden.
e ClIr R Riches-Duit is expecting a baby in November and is resigning from the Parish
Council

106. To receive an update from the District and County Councillors

¢ CliIr Griffith brought up the proposed fees for uncontested elections. Discussion took
place and ClIr Foster said the precept would have to be raised to cover this cost.

e ClIr A Riches-Duit brought up the contested election fees, which need to be included
in the budget.

e ClIr Thake said the traffic calming consultation had gone live. Pinch points will be
changed to tables. Costs will come out of his core budget. 20% response is needed
of which 51% need to be in agreement with the traffic calming measures before they
can be implemented. ClIr Foster said the map showing the pinch points was incorrect
and ClIr Thake said that the tables will be correctly placed where the pinch points
actually are.

e Consultation needs to be publicised. ClIr Griffith has posted on the Little Wymondley
Community Page.

Action: Clerk to post on the Council’s Facebook page.

¢ Yellow lines on St Mary’s Church Road.
Action: Clir Boxall to send details to Cllr Thake.

107. To discuss potholes in the Parish.

ClIr Thake said that verge erosion will not be repaired. There is an ongoing consultation about
where intervention starts. Currently 50mm and is being looked at being reduced to 30mm.
Anything less than this is surface erosion. Potholes reported and not actioned in the timeframe
should be reported to ClIr Thake.

ClIr Thake left the meeting at 8:30pm.

108. To receive the Clerk’s report
The Clerk’s report was received.

109. Toreceive areportfrom the Planning Group and consider responses to planning
applications and related matters.
Clir Harding advised that objections had been made to the house behind The Croft and the
retention of the barn at the rear of Redcoats.
a) Tower Close Walkway
Action: ClIr Harding and Clerk to draft letter
b) EDF BESS Site — proposed battery energy storage system
Clerk to send details to Clir Harding so that a meeting can be arranged.
c) Any updates on Redcoats Salar Farm Application
Will go to full Council Meeting in November.
d) Any Updates of WY1 Application
Meeting with developer re bridlepath set for 25 October. No indication of when
this will go to committee. District Councillor wanted a full consultation which
will be discussed in meeting on 25 October.

110. To receive an oral report from the Recreation Grounds Committee
Electricity bill greatly reduced since the security light bulb was removed.
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Tennis Club are willing to deal with hedge behind the tennis court and asked if this can be
reflected in the annual rent.
Situation with barbed wire that Clir A Riches-Duit is looking into

111. Finance
a) To authorise payments made in accordance with the budget and note receipt of income
for August.
RESOLVED: Proposed CliIr Gilbert, seconded Cllr McDonnell and
unanimously agreed to authorise payments made in August.
b) To discuss the first draft budget
Action: In the first instance Councillors to review and come back to the
RFO and Clerk with comments by the end of October.
c) To note the Conclusion of External Audit and Final Audit Report
The Conclusion of External Audit and Final Audit report was included with the agenda,
read out at the meeting and noted.

112. Great Wymondley Registration of Land and Adverse Possession of Lane.
An email had been received from The Law Firm stating that the application could not go ahead
without at least one statement from someone on behalf of the council confirming the facts
which will be used to rely on the claim for adverse possession. Cllr Harding is able to sign
such a statement.
Action: Clerk to relay the above to The Law Firm and to confirm that the
adjacent land is owned by Settle and leased by the Council.

113. To discuss NHC grant for remedial work to Great Wymondley Playground
Application to be submitted by November and Southern Rural Meeting taking place on 11
January. Cllr McDonnell agreed to attend this meeting.
Action: Clerk to submit application, copying Cllr Griffiths in.
Action: Clerk to send Cllr McDonnell Aimie Flack’s details for the
Southern Rural so that she can indicate attendance in January of their
meeting.

8:55pm ClIr Griffiths left the meeting

114. To discuss consultation on speed control measures
Discussed in item 106 above. Clirs Harding and McDonnell will canvas Great Wymondley.

115. To discuss Wymondley Tennis Club Rent
Discussed and agreed not to increase the rent this year but for the Tennis Club to clear the
land behind the tennis court. Rent to be reviewed annually.
RESOLVED: Proposed Clr A Riches-Duit, Seconded ClIr Harding and
unanimously agreed the Tennis Club rent will not be increased for the year
2023-2024 and thereafter will be reviewed annually.
Action: Clerk to write to the Tennis Club

116. Todiscuss quote for water hygiene monitoring programme and switching off the
water heaters annually between June and September annually.
RESOLVED: Proposed Clir Gilbert, Seconded Clir A Riches-Duit and
unanimously agreed to accept Azure Water Quote for the nine months from
September to end of May for 2023/2024 and that the water heaters be turned
off during the same period.



117. To discuss installation of a mast in the Parish by Siemans
The mast will not be going above the electricity lines.

118. To discuss cleaning and the flowerbeds in the Parish
ClIr Boxall has lodged a complaint with HCC.

119. To discuss additional signage on Little Wymondley Recreation Ground
RESOLVED: Proposed Clir A Riches-Duit, Seconded ClIr R Riches-Duit and
unanimously agreed for additional signage to be produced about BBQs and
litter.

120. Little Wymondley Container Sales
ClIr R Riches-Duit advised that £61 was made from the sale. There are numerous white plastic
chairs available to be used by the sports teams and for village events.

The meeting was overrunning
RESOLVED: Proposed by ClIr A Riches-Duit, Seconded by ClIr R Riches-
Duit and unanimously agreed to continue with the meeting to get through the
agenda.



121. To review the following policies:

a) Health and Safety Risk Assessment

b) Privacy Notice

c) Safeguarding Policy

d) Litter Picking Advice
RESOLVED: Proposed Clir Gilbert, Seconded Clir A Riches-Duit and
unanimously agreed that the Health and Safety Risk Assessment, Privacy
Notice, Safeguarding Policiy and Litter Picking Advice were reviewed and
agreed.

122. Todd in the Hole
Action: ClIr R Riches-Duit to write to the licencing committee.

123. To agree the Parish Council’s standard response to metal detecting.
This will be along the lines of metal detecting causes damage to grass areas, which appears
to have been done where items have been removed from the ground leaving holes which
can created trip hazards. Some of the damage has been done nearby children’s play areas
and we do not allow metal detecting on our land for this reason.
RESOLVED: Proposed ClIr Riches-Duit, Seconded ClIr Foster and
unanimously agreed for the Parish Council to have a standard response to
metal detecting.
Action: Clerk to draft standard response

124. To note drainage issues on Stevenage Road, Titmore Green, under
consideration for future works.

Drainage issues on Stevenage Road, Titmore Green, under consideration for future works
noted.

125. To discuss D-Day Anniversary — 6 June 2024
Action: Clerk to look at Beacons

126. To discuss changing Venue
There is no longer a caretaker at the school in the evenings or early morning to assist with
getting the furniture out of the shed and it is proving to difficult or the Councillors and Clerk to
do. Also during the winter months, there is no heating at the venue.

Action: Clerk to contact the Bucks Head for available.

127. Items for future agenda

a) Parish Council intends to hold a leaving party for Clir Seller in the New Year.
Action: Clerk to check with HAPTC about the possibility of using Parish
Council precept money for the event.

b) Priory View / Priory Lane Salt Monitor needed
Action: ClIr Gilbert will ask the Undertaker

¢) Binin Siccut Road — agreed can be one of the larger bins

d) Flood Awareness to be on agenda in November.

The meeting closed at 21.50



Date of the next meeting — Monday 27 November 2023

Chairman..........ccoiiiiiiiiin, Date....c.vve



