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WYMONDLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council 
Held at The Bucks Head, Little Wymondley   

On Monday 27 November at 7.30pm 
 
 
Members Present:   Cllr J Boxall, Cllr P Eblett, Cllr S Foster, Cllr B Gilbert, Cllr D Griffiths, 
Cllr P Harding and Cllr C McDonnell 
 
In Attendance: Cllr R Thake, Mrs S Weir (Clerk), and three members of the public 
 
128. To receive and accept apologies for absence 
Cllr Riches-Duit 
 
129. To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda   
None 
 
130. To discuss any updates regarding Needham House Hotel 
No Updates 
 
131. To receive petitions, comments and questions from the public 
A member of the public asked for the Council’s support in retaining a 300 year old oak tree 
on their land.  The three is causing cracks in theirs and their neighbours properties, but the 
insurance company won’t fund to maintain the tree because North Herts Council have not 
responded to their request.  The tree is in an ancient layline, in a conservation area and the 
felling is against the owner’s wishes. 

RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr Griffiths, seconded Cllr Boxall and unanimously 
agreed that Wymondley Parish Council object to the removal of the tree. 
Action: Clerk to provide contact details to Cllr Harding 
 

132. To confirm the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 16 October 2023 
  RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Griffiths seconded Cllr Boxall and   
  unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the meeting of 16 October 2023  
  be agreed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. They   
  were duly signed by the Vice-Chair.   
  Action: Clerk to upload final version 
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133. To receive the Chairman’s announcements 
None 
 
134. To receive an update from the District and County Councillors 
Cllr Griffiths:   
Vote for uncontested election fees was passed in favour of.  Cllr Griffiths asked for 
reassurances of cost being fixed, but this could not be given and he was informed that they 
may rise with inflation. 
 
Cllr Thake: 
Has not been party to “20’s Plenty” to and hasn’t seen the outcome of the consultation.  
Initial indications are of support for the Scheme.  Cllr Thake will advise the Council of the 
outcome of the evaluation and timeframe.  
Action:  Cllr Thake to advise the Council of the outcome of the evaluation and 
timeframe. 
 
135. To consider co-opting Peter Eblett to the Parish Council 

RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr Foster, seconded Cllr Boxall and unanimously 
agreed that Peter Eblett be co-opted to the Parish Council. 
 

Cllr Harding flagged for the future a resident in a resident in Todds Green who would be 
interested on becoming a Councillor. 

Action:  Cllr Gilbert to make contact with this resident 
   
136. To receive the Clerk’s report  
The Clerk’s report was received. 
 
137. To receive a report from the Planning Group and consider responses to 
planning applications and related matters. 
Cllr Harding highlighted as follows: 

• Nothing to report on Great Wymondley Solar Farm. 

• Sperberry Hill Solar Farm went to Committee with a recommendation to refuse. 

• Dwellings 

− Applicant is proposing putting in finalised plan in January and would like to hold a 
consultation meeting prior to the plan going in which has been proposed for the 
afternoon and evening of 12 December in the Baptist Church Hall.  Cllr Harding 
suggests a rota with Councillors attending for one hour each.   

− Leaflets were discussed and Cllr Harding will confirm about these in the next few 
days.  It’s suggested that the community be asked for help in delivering any 
leaflets. 

− Details of the consultation to be included on the Facebook pages.  

• Oak Tree – discussed in item 131 above 
RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Harding, Seconded Cllr Foster and unanimously 
agreed to object to the removal of the oak tree. 

• Redcoats – retention of covered oak frame is not an issue 

• Wymondleybury Lodge - views received from neighbours and PC considered 
application and have written opposing  

• 4 Arch Road, side extension – discussed with most neighbours and so far all have no 
objection, but needs to speak to one more neighbour. 

• Manor House Great Wymondley – want to take down and prune a significant number 
of trees.  Discussed with some neighbours and the general consensus is not to 
object.  
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138. To receive an oral report from the Recreation Grounds Committee 

• Pitch usage noted for December and January. 

• FC Comets reported that the pitch is in good condition 

• FC Comets are looking to secure a grant for a football pitch and parking on Great 
Wymondley Recreation Ground and asked for the support of the Council, which was 
given with the understanding that the Council is not in a position to provide any 
funding. 

• Issue with the bin overflowing next to the tennis club, which will be alleviated once 
the new larger bins have been installed.  Clerk is liaising with contractor. 

 
139. Finance 

a) To authorise payments made in accordance with the budget and note receipt of 
income for September and October. 

  RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Griffiths, seconded Cllr McDonnell and  
  unanimously agreed to authorise payments made in September and October. 

b) To note payment types and amendments 
RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr McDonnell, seconded Cllr Harding and 
unanimously agreed to all payment types and amendments. 

c) To note local government pay offer from April 2023, an increase of £1,925 on all 
National Joint Council (NJC) for Local Government Services pay points 
The increase of £1,925 on all NJC pay points was noted 

d) To discuss and agree final draft budget 
Final draft budget was discussed and the following points noted: 

• Weekly Playground Inspections on Great Wymondley Recreation Ground of 
£218 to be kept in the budget for 2024/25 and to be reviewed the following 
year. 

• Ragwort Spraying to be included at £200, unless Cllr Boxall informs to the 
contrary before the precept demand is sent in January 

• £1,300 will be put into a general contingency 

• There will be no budget for Remembrance Day as our supplier with deal with 
this free of charge. 

• £550 to be included for a Beacon 
RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Griffiths, seconded Cllr Harding and 

 unanimously agreed that a General Reserves be set up 
RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr McDonnell, seconded Cllr Harding and 
unanimously agreed this final draft budget to include the points above. 
Action: Clerk / RFO to bring Final Budget to the January meeting 
for agreement. 

. 
140. To review and adopt the following policies: 

a) Disciplinary Policy 
b) Equality and Diversity Policy 
c) Grievance Policy 
d) Learning and Development Policy 

RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr Griffiths, seconded Cllr Eblett and unanimously 
agreed that the Disciplinary, Equality and Diversity and Grievance Policies 
were reviewed and agreed, and the Learning and Development Policy was 
updated, reviewed and agreed. 

 
141. To discuss a defibrillator for Great Wymondley 

Action: Cllr Gilbert providing details of the supplier to the Clerk 
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142. Free Trees for Community Groups and Schools 
Cllr Gilbert advised Volunteer Organiser would be picking up trees 
 
143. To consider funding benches for the Community Orchard 

RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr Boxall, Seconded Cllr Harding and unanimously 
agreed to provide a grant to the Community Orchard for three benches, to 
include delivery and fitting at a cost of approximately £750. 
Action:  Clerk to confirm prices with the supplier 

   
144. Senior Parishioners’ Monthly Lunch 

Action:  Clerk to look into how this worked.    
  
145. Items for information or future agenda 
Wassail taking place on 28 January 2024. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 21.05 
 
 
Date of the next meeting – Monday 15 January 2024 

 
 
 
 
 
Chairman…………………..............    Date……………………………… 
 


