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WYMONDLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council 
Held at The Bucks Head, Little Wymondley   

On Monday 15 January 2024 at 7.30pm 
 
 
Members Present:   Cllr J Boxall, Cllr P Eblett, Cllr B Gilbert, Cllr P Harding and Cllr C 
McDonnell 
 
In Attendance: Mrs S Weir (Clerk), and one member of the public 
 

146. To receive and accept apologies for absence 

Cllr S Foster, Cllr D Griffiths and Cllr A Riches-Duit 

 
147. To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda   
Cllr Gilbert with respect to item 157b Sponsorship Money of £1500 from Old Hall Farmyard. 
 
148. To discuss any updates regarding Needham House Hotel 
No Updates 
 
149. To receive petitions, comments and questions from the public 
A member of the public brought up the issue of litter on Stevenage Road and having a street 
name sign at the Coreys Mill Interchange Roundabout side of Stevenage Road. 

Action: Clerk to contact Suzie Mann re litter picking 
Action:  Clerk to contact Highways re street name sign 
 

150. To confirm the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 27 November 2023 
  RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Eblett seconded Cllr Harding and   
  unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the meeting of 27 November 2023 
  be agreed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. They   
  were duly signed by the Vice-Chair.   
  Action: Clerk to upload final version 
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151. To receive the Chairman’s announcements 
None 
 
152. To receive an update from the District and County Councillors 
In Cllr Griffiths’ absence Cllr McDonnell informed the meeting that she attended the South 
Rural Area Forum on 11 January with regard to the Council’s application for a grant to 
replace playground equipment on Great Wymondley Recreation Ground.   The application 
has been recommended in the sum of £1500.00. 
 
153. To receive the Clerk’s report  
The Clerk’s report was received. 
 
154. To receive a report from the Planning Group and consider responses to 
planning applications and related matters. 
Updated planning report sent out with the agenda. 
 

• Little Orchard Single Storey extension and installation of a ramp – Cllr Boxall visited 
a neighbour on one side of the building who has no issues with the planning 
application. The house on the other side of the property is empty. 

RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr Boxall, seconded Cllr Harding and unanimously 
agreed not to object to the Little Orcharding planning application.  

• Cllr Harding told the meeting there was nothing further to report on Redcoats or 
Great Wymondley Solar Farm. 

• WY1 – Cllr Harding is waiting for an update from the Planning Officer following his 
meeting with the Developer. 

• Discussed that a review of the local plan may mean a need for less housing.  Will 
consider inviting Bim Afolami to a meeting once the application is in. 

 
a) To discuss WY1 Community Communication 

Meeting discussed building on contact details received at the WYI Exhibition. 
Action:  Clerk to seek permission from those who gave their details to 
be part of an ongoing communication group and to ask them to invite 
others onto the group. 

  
155. To receive an oral report from the Recreation Grounds Committee 
Cllr McDonnell reported that there were no issues apart from concern about the 
unauthorised use of the football pitches, which is having a detrimental effect on the pitches. 
 
156. Unauthorised use of Little Wymondley Football Pitches 
Cllr Gilbert advised that having taken legal advice the Council could write to any 
unauthorised users warning against further trespasses under threat of court proceeding for 
an injunction, damages and costs, and that damage may be recoverable even if the team 
desist from further trespass, but that the cost of instructing a solicitor to issue proceedings 
for £1500 would not justify the exercise as, if defended, this would be a small claims where 
legal costs are usually not recoverable. 
The situation to be monitored and Cllr Boxall said her telephone could be passed on to FC 
Comets so that they can contact her if they see any unauthorised teams using the pitch. 

Action:  Clerk to pass on Cllr Boxall’s telephone number to FC Comets 
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157. Finance 
a) To authorise payments made in accordance with the budget and note receipt of 

income for November and December. 
RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Eblett, seconded Cllr Harding and unanimously 
agreed to authorise payments made in November and December. 

 
Cllr Gilbert left the meeting while the next item was discussed 
 

b) To note and agree acceptance of sponsorship money of £1500.00 from Old Hall 
Farmyard. 

RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr McDonnell, seconded Cllr Boxall and 
unanimously agreed to accept the sponsorship money of £1500.00 from Old 
Hall Farmyard and that Old Hall Farmyard can erect signs where appropriate 
indicating that they support Wymondley Parish Council. 

 
Cllr Gilbert returned to the Meeting 
 

c) To note Quarter 3 Forecast 
Quarter 3 Forecast was noted. 

d) To approve the budget for 2024/25 
RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr Harding, seconded Cllr McDonnell and 
unanimously agreed that the Budget for 2024/25 be adopted. 

e) To agree the amount and percentage increase for the precept 
RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr McDonnell, seconded Cllr Harding and 
unanimously agreed that the amount of the precept is £43,439, which is a 
percentage increase of 13%. 

 
158. To review and adopt the following policies: 

a) Sponsorship Policy and Procedures 
RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr Eblett, seconded Cllr Boxall and unanimously 
agreed that the Sponsorship Policy and Procedures be adopted. 

b) Safeguarding Policy - Revised 
RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr McDonnell, seconded Cllr Boxall and 
unanimously agreed that the Revised Safeguarding Policy be adopted.  

 
159. White Line Marking 
Email received from Cllr Thake 2 January was noted. 

Action:  Clerk to thank Cllr Thake for his email update, stressing that the 
Council is very keen nothing is forgotten and to let him know that there 
has been no further update with regard to traffic calming.  
  

160. To discuss increased quote from The Law Firm with respect to Great 
Wymondley Registration of land and Adverse Possession of Land 

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Gilbert, seconded Cllr McDonnell and 
unanimously agreed that The Law Firm’s quote of £1500 plus disbursements 
is accepted. 
Action:  Clerk to confirm to The Law Firm ascertain the disbursement 
costs 

 
161. To note the NHC Annual Playground Reports 
The Annual Playground Reports were discussed and noted. 

Action:  Clerk to meet and liaise with Haycroft to arrange for remedial 
work to be carried out 
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162. To note that two new ice/snow monitors have been recruited and continue to 
be co-ordinated by a parishioner. 
Noted that two new ice/snow monitors have been recruited. 

Action:  Clerk draft thank you letters to the ice/snow monitors    
  
163. To discuss relocation of the Little Wymondley Defibrillator from the Baptist 
Church 
Alternative location not confirmed and quote for relocation not received by the time of the 
meeting. 

Action:  Clerk to put this item on the February meeting agenda. 
 
164. To discuss the purchase of a defibrillator in Great Wymondley 
The meeting noted that the defibrillator cannot be purchased until April and that £1295 has 
been allocated for this in the budget. 

Action:  Clerk to arrange purchase in April 
 
165. To discuss Senior Parishioners’ monthly lunch 
In 21/22 a lottery grant was received to fund these lunches, and £10 per lunch was given. 

Action:  Clerk to investigate applying for another lottery grant for these 
lunches 

 
166. Items for information or future agenda 
Clerk advised Charity Accounts would be submitted late, but there would be no penalty 
received from The Charity Commission 
 
Items for February Agenda 

• Civic Pride 

• Green Space Audit 
 
 
The meeting closed at 20:55 
 
 
Date of the next meeting – Monday 12 February 2024 

 
 
 
 
 
Chairman…………………..............    Date……………………………… 
 


