WYMONDLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council
Held at The Bucks Head, Little Wymondley
On Monday 12 February 2024 at 7.30pm

Members Present: Clir J Boxall, Clir P Eblett, Clir S Foster, Clir B Gilbert, Clir C McDonnell,
ClIr A Riches-Duit (Chair)

In Attendance: Mrs S Weir (Clerk), and five member of the public

167. To receive and accept apologies for absence
Clir P Harding

168. To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda

169. To discuss any updates regarding Needham House Hotel
No Updates

170. To receive petitions, comments and questions from the public
A member of the public brought up flooding in Graveley Road and potholes. Also tarmac is
disappearing from the road and there are posts laying on the ground.

Action: Clerk to send an aide memoire to Cllr Thake

A member of the public raised the issue of dog mess on Great Wymondley Recreation
Ground. ClIr Gilbert suggested that providing bags may alleviate the situation.

A member of the public said that the because dog waste was being put in the general waste
bin near the Plume of Feathers, when waiting for a bus the small was, and asked if a dog bin
could be installed. CllIr Gilbert advised that the Council would have to pay for any additional
dog bins and for their ongoing emptying. The costs and siting of an additional dog bin will be
discussed at the March meeting.

Action: Clerk to put on the March agenda

171. To confirm the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 15 January 2024
RESOLVED: Proposed ClIr Riches-Duit and seconded Cllir McDonnell and
unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the meeting of 15 January 2024 be
agreed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. They were duly
signed by the Chair.

Action: Clerk to upload final version



172. To receive the Chairman’s announcements
Bim Afolami’s caseworkder has contacted ClIr Riches-Duit to arrange a meeting to discuss
any concerns or issues. Details will be posted on the Council’s website and Facebook page.
At this point a member of the public raised the issue of the entrance to Graveley Road being
weight restricted as an issue.

Action: Chair/Clerk to post notice on website and Facebook page

Letter received from Gil Seller thanking the Council for the very enjoyable celebration event
organised for him on 5 January 2024.

173. To receive an update from the District and County Councillors
District and County Councillors not present.

174. To receive the Clerk’s report
The Clerk’s report was received.

175. To receive areport from the Planning Group and consider responses to
planning applications and related matters.
Updated planning report sent out with the agenda.

There has been one application since for The Cottage, Todds Green for a two storey side
extension. ClIr Gilbert will be leafleting the neighbours.

176. To receive an oral report from the Recreation Grounds Committee
The main point to note from the meeting was the lack of access to the field when an
ambulance was called on 4 January following an incident. The ambulance wasn’t able to get
onto the field because the gate wasn’t big enough given the tight turn.

Action: Further investigation to be carried out.

177. Finance
a) To authorise payments made in accordance with the budget and note receipt of
income for January.
RESOLVED: Proposed Clir McDonnell, seconded Clir Riches-Duit and
unanimously agreed to authorise payments made in January.
b) To note precept figure of £43,349 has been requested, which is a 13% increase.
The precept figure of £43,349 and percentage increase of 13% was noted.
c) To discuss an additional authoriser for payments
RESOLVED: Proposed Clir Riches-Duit, seconded CliIr Boxall and
unanimously agreed that Clir McDonnel be made a payment authoriser.
Action: ClIr Riches-Duit to add Clir McDonnell as a payment authoriser
d) To approve the draft accounts for the Charity Commission for Little
Wymondley Playing Field and Recreation Ground for the year 2022-23
RESOLVED: Proposed ClIr Riches-Duit, seconded Clir Eblett and
unanimously agreed that the draft accounts for Little Wymondley Playing field
and Recreation Ground for the year 2022-23 be approved.
Action: Clerk to complete details on the Charity Commission Website.

178. To discuss the change to the Annual Emergency Lighting Test

The change to the annual emergency lighting test to the latest British Standards was noted.
Action: Clerk to confirm to TJ Fire & Security that the Council wishes to
align with the new standards.



179. To review and adopt the following policies:
a) Bullying and Harassment
b) Information and Data Protection
c) Delegation Scheme
RESOLVED: Proposed ClIr Riches-Duit, seconded Clir Boxall and
unanimously agreed that the Bullying and Harassment, Information and Data
Protection and Delegation Scheme were reviewed and agreed.

180. To discuss relocation of the Little Wymondley Defibrillator from the Baptist
Church
This is because it can be difficult to gain access to the Baptist Church to reset the electricity
supply when it trips, and is happening more frequently. The suggestion is for it to be re-sited
at the Bucks Head, costing £340 plus VAT. The landlady is happy with this arrangement.
Electricity costs will be around £2-£3 per annum.
RESOLVED: Proposed ClIr Riches-Duit, seconded CliIr Gilbert and
unanimously agreed to move the defibrillator from the Baptist Church to the
Bucks Head.
Action: Clerk to arrange relocation

181. To discuss the type of Beacon for D-Day 80" Anniversary on 6 June
Different beacons were discussed and it is likely the Council will choose the gas beacon as
the safest and easiest option, with a final decision to be made at the March meeting, as well
as further discussion on events for the Parish to celebrate this anniversary.
Action: Clerk to put D-Day 80" Anniversary on the March agenda
Action: Clerk to send images of a birds nest beacon to Clir Gilbert.

182. To discuss Civic Pride
The following was discussed:
e Employing someone for a couple of hours each week to litter pick for the entire
Parish.
o Difficulty in clearing weeds
e Putting up cones to enable the clearing of rubbish, in particular when the roads in
Great Wymondley are closed in late March.
¢ Siccut Road damaged railing
¢ Having a Civic Pride week
e Graffiti Removal — which has been reported
Action: Clerk to draft an advert for a litter picker
Action: Clerk to send dates of road closures in Great Wymondley when
she receives them
Action: Clerk to contact Clir Thake with regard to Siccut Road railing
Action: Clerk to put Civic Pride Week on March agenda

183. Community Wassail - 28 January 2023

ClIr Riches-Duit thank Cherry Carter on behalf of the Parish and residents for organising this
event, who in turn expressed thanks to Paul and Diane Kennedy for their help, and to all of
those who attended. She hopes the Waisail will become an annual event.

184. Green Space Audit Update
Recommendations received for Great Wymondley, Little Wymondley and the Community
Garden were sent out with the agenda.
Clir McDonnell highlighted:
e Leaving additional areas to grow



e Challenges around costs — changing grass to clover is a large outlay. CllIr Gilbert
advised that it takes several years to show

e Cost may be offset by using slow growing plants and being able to cut down on
mowing.

e Leaving borders will affect football pitches

¢ Noissues in Great Wymondley with increasing hedges

e Planting at the bottom of the playground

Discussion took place around starting on a small scale, with options being tower close
green. Grants were also discussed and ClIr Gilbert suggested planting around the edge of
the Orchard.

185. Armed Forces Champion
The advert placed In PAX last year had not been successful and there were still no
candidates to take on this role.

Action: Clerk to ask for advert to be put in PAX again.

186. To discuss Parish Newsletter

Clir McDonnell shared the St Ippolyts annual magazine
Action: Clir McDonnell to contact St Ippolyts clerk to obtain more
information around costings.

187. Items for information or future agenda
¢ Buckingham Palace Garden Party on 21 May — application for ClIr Riches-Duit sent
e ClIr Riches-Duit advised re the Lacrosse Fundraiser on 6 April
e Older Persons’ Lunch Club application for funding submitted, but could take 16
weeks for a decision
¢ National Grid work starting sometime in 2025
e Councillors discussed a possible legal challenge

The meeting closed at 21:05

Date of the next meeting — Monday 18 March 2024

Chairman..........cccoviiiiiiiiiin, Date....coovvoiiiei



