WYMONDLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council
Held at The Hermit of Redcoats, Titmore Green
On Monday 18 March 2024 at 7.30pm

Members Present: Clir J Boxall, Clir P Eblett, Clir S Foster, Clir D Griffiths, Clir P Harding
Clir C McDonnell, ClIr A Riches-Duit (Chair)

In Attendance: Mrs S Weir (Clerk), and five members of the public

188. To receive and accept apologies for absence
ClIr B Gilbert and ClIr R Thake

189. To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda

Clir Boxall made a declaration of interest on an item that will be discussed about the Decision
Notice for the erection of a three bedroom dwelling adjacent to Wymondley Bury Lodge,
Reference 23/02234/FP.

190. To discuss any updates regarding Needham House Hotel
No Updates

191. To discuss renewal energy applications
¢ No update on Redcoats.
Discussed EDF not progressing to develop a 57 MW Battery Energy Storage near to
Little Wymondley.
e Great Wymondley — having discussions with lawyers, advisors, CPRE and Bim
Afolami. Investigating route to judicial review.

192. To receive petitions, comments and questions from the public

e A member of the public asked if a sign indicating no golf practice could be put up on
Great Wymondley Recreation Ground.

o A member of the public asked if there could be a weight restriction sign as entering
Great Wymondley village. Affinity Water have advised that heavy lorries entering the
village are breaking the clay pipes

o A member of the public said the shrub at the end of Priority Lane was obscuring
vision when trying to make a right hand turn.

o A member of the public asked if the fence panels that were being fly tipped at the A1
roundabout entrance to the village could be removed. Clir Griffiths has reported this
issue.

o A member of the public asked if the rubbish at the Corey’s Mill roundabout entrance
to the village could be removed

Action: Clerk to contact Stevenage Council

193. To confirm the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 12 February 2024
RESOLVED: Proposed Clir Eblett and seconded Clir Riches-Duit and
unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the meeting of 12 February 2024 be
agreed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. They were duly
signed by the Chair.

Action: Clerk to upload final version



194. To receive the Chairman’s announcements
Scheduled meeting with Bim Afolami has been postponed and CliIr Riches-Duit will report back
once that meeting has taken place.

195. To receive an update from the District and County Councillors
o Great Wymondley Playground Grant — ClIr Griffiths will follow up as to when payment
can be expected.
¢ CliIr Griffiths continues to report signs and potholes, and is contesting in the case of
one pothole going out of the village which he has been told is not serious enough.
o Contact settle about the vermin in Siccut Road flats
¢ North Herts Council are trying to recruit a planning officer

196. To receive the Clerk’s report
The Clerk’s report was received.

197. To receive areport from the Planning Group and consider responses to
planning applications and related matters.
Updated planning report sent out with the agenda.

e WY1 — no further progress

o Houses towards Graveley — CllIr Griffiths tried to establish some barrier, which was

refused and building will be right up to the boundary. There will be two entrances.

Redcoats rooftiles — no objection

Church Green Tree — approved

4 Arch Road — refused

Application for up to five dwellings, Todd Green received on the day of the meeting.
Action: Clerk to send out the application to Councillors

e Coach House — ClIr Boxall dealing with

Clir Boxall left the meeting at 20:10

¢ Planning decision approval Wymondley Bury. Email received from a resident asking
if the Council can assist as they have concerns about the approval of this planning
application. The Parish Council did a rigorous review and objected and will be taking
no further action.
Action: Clerk to draft response to the resident

Cllr Boxall returned to the meeting 20:15

e Land Registry — Village Sign — The Law Firm have sent a Statement of Truth for Clir
Harding to sign.
RESOLVED: Proposed Clir McDonnel, seconded ClIr Riches-Duit and
unanimously agreed that Cllr Harding sign and return the Statement of Truth
to The Law Firm.
Action: ClIr Harding to sign and return the Statement of Trust to the Law
Firm.



198.

199.

b)

c)

200.
Trail.

To receive an oral report from the Recreation Grounds Committee

Tennis Club have asked to use the shipping container overnight when they decorate
the hut toward the end of April.

FC Comets report that the pitch has on occasion been unplayable due to the wet
weather.

Ambulance access to the field - Clir Boxall cut back the overgrowth, which will now
allow ambulance access.

Finance
To authorise payments made in accordance with the budget and note receipt of
income for February.
RESOLVED: Proposed Clir Griffiths, seconded Clir Riches-Duit and
unanimously agreed to authorise payments made in February.
To review and adopt the Asset Register
RESOLVED: Proposed CliIr Eblett, seconded ClIr Griffiths and unanimously
agreed that the Asset Register be adopted
To discuss and accept quote from Hiscox or Zurich for insurance renewal 2024
and to agree the term of the policy
Hiscox £1995.37 for a one and three year term. Zurich £1918.28 for a one year term
and £1763.44 for a three year term. ClIr Riches-Duit highlighted that there was very
little difference between the cover of both policies.
RESOLVED: Proposed ClIr Riches-Duit, seconded Cllir McDonnell and
unanimously agreed the Zurich policy be accepted.

To discuss the quote from Playdale for Great Wymondley Playground Activity

The quote was discussed, having increased by £269 since August 2023, which is due to
inflation and the addition of raising the rope of the activity trail which is touching the ground.

RESOLVED: Proposed, Clir McDonnell, Seconded ClIr Griffiths and unanimously
agreed that the quote to accept the quote for the repairs to the Activity Trail in Great
Wymondley Playground.

Action: Clerk to confirm acceptance to Playdale

To review and adopt the following policies:
Revised Risk Assessment
Complaints Policy
Grievance Policy
Young Worker Policy
RESOLVED: Proposed CliIr Riches-Duit, seconded Clir Boxall and
unanimously agreed that:
e Revised Risk Register was reviewed and adopted
¢ Complaints Policy and Grievance Policy were reviewed and agreed
e Young Worker Policy was adopted



202.

b)

b)

205.

206.

D-Day 80" Anniversary on 6 June 2024

To agree purchase of a gas beacon

There £550 in the 2024-25 budget to cover this cost
RESOLVED: Proposed ClIr Riches-Duit, seconded Clir Boxall and
unanimously agreed to purchase a gas beacon at the start of the new
financial year.
Action: Clerk to arrange purchase of gas beacon

To discuss events for the Parish to celebrate this anniversary
Fish and Chip night discussed
Action: Councillors to contact the village pubs to ask if they would be
willing to promote such an event.
Lighting the Beacon on the night was discussed
Action: ClIr Griffiths will ask for suggestions in the Facebook Group.
Flag of Peace.
Action: Clerk to put on the April agenda
Action: Clerk to send information about the Flag of Peace out to
Councillors

To discuss Great Wymondley Flooding and Potholes and Chantry Lane Flooding
These issues were discussed.

ClIr Griffiths has reported the flooding in Great Wymondley and has contacted
Highways regarding potholes.

Clir McDonnell discussed blocked drains and Clir Griffiths advised her to report these
by telephone.

To discuss Civic Pride
To confirm the appointment of a Littler Picker
Leo Stone will be joining WPC as Litter Picker as soon as his work permit is received
from Hertfordshire County Council. Discussed using some of the Sponsorship
money from Old Hall Farmyard to pay his salary.
RESOLVED: Proposed Clir Riches-Duit, seconded Clir Griffiths that
money from the sponsorship form Old Hall Farmyard be used to the
Litter Picker salary.

Book Sharing Boxes
Placing a book sharing box in each of the villages was discussed
Action: Clerk to contact John Mann for a quote

To discuss purchase and siting of an additional dog bin
Discussed moving the general waste bin way from the bus stop
If an additional dog bin was needed, ClIr Riches-Duit suggested that this was
something that could also be the sponsorship money from Old Hall Farmyard could
be used for.
Site of a dog bin to be agreed

Action: Councillors to look for a site for an additional dog bin

Action: Clerk to find out how often bins are emptied

Golf on Great Wymondley Recreation Ground
RESOLVED: Proposed ClIr Riches-Duit, seconded Clir McDonnell and
unanimously agreed to erect an A4 sign prohibiting golf.
Action: Clerk to arrange purchase of the sign
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207. To discuss Herts & Cambs Maintenance Services price increases
Action: Clerk to let Herts & Cambs know that we accept their quote and
that for due diligence the Council will be requesting for quotes from
other companies.

208. Grant Request for St Mary’s Great Wymondley toward bell ringing
e Discussed that the Parish Council not having the resources for this grant request.
ClIr Foster suggested holding a people based event, which the Parish Council could
contribute to.
Advised to contact Clir Thake who may be able to assist.
e Suggested contacting NHDC for a grant.

209. Items for information or future agenda
D Day Event

The meeting closed at 21.35

Date of the next meeting — Monday 22 April 2024

Chairman.........ocovveei i, Date....coovvi



