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WYMONDLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council 
Held at Wymondley JMI School   
On Monday 19 June at 7.30pm 

 
 
Members Present:   Cllr S Foster, Cllr B Gilbert, Cllr D Griffiths, Cllr C McDonnell, Cllr A 
Riches-Duit (Chair), Cllr R Riches-Duit  
 
In Attendance: County Cllr R Thake, Mrs S Weir (Clerk) and 20 members of the public 
 
 
Item 30 (see below) was moved up the agenda as Cllr Thake had a previous commitment and 
needed to leave the meeting at 19:40. 
 

23. To receive and accept apologies for absence 
Apologies received from Cllr Boxall 
 
24. To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda   
None received 
 
25. To discuss any updates regarding Needham House Hotel 

• Meeting was informed that 14 people (families and single women) had initially been 
moved into the hotel but had moved out a few days later.  Cllr A Riches-Duit said this 
information had been received from the County Council and Home Office. 

• The hotel is currently empty.   

• Articles about the hotels prior financial and legal issues can be found in the Daily Mail 
and Times. 

• Cllr Griffiths thanked the Parish Council for its work with regard to getting information 
out to the residents about Needham House. 

• Cllr Foster said the Parish Council had put the case over that Needham House was 
only suitable for families and said that the MP and District Council had worked hard 
over this issue. 

• When assurances were asked for from members of the public, Cllr A Riches-Duit said 
assurances can only be given by the Home Office. 

• A member of the public asked what the views were of those in the meeting.  Cllr Gilbert 
responded that the question was inappropriate. 

 
26. To discuss the call in of Priory Solar Farm  
Cllr A Riches-Duit said a letter had been received by residents on 19 June regarding the call 
in of the solar farm.  The enquiry will take place on 12 September, lasting for eight days. He 
urged that all send in comments by the deadline of 17 July.   
He discussed the benefits that could be could be given to the Parish Council if the developer 
was given consent. 
Further discussion took place with the Councillors and meeting attendees, and included: 

• Cllr Harding informing how enquiries worked and the two routes forward: (a) hiring a 
barrister which would be very costly or (b) interested parties not having legal 
representation but receiving advice from experts. 

• Cllr Foster highlighted the financial proposals the developer had made and the sub-
station capacity.   
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27. To receive petitions, comments and questions from the public 
A member of the public brought up about artic lorries in Priory Lane at the Great Wymondley 
junction and Graveley Road Cottages and asking if a sign could be put up saying that there is 
no access through Great Wymondley. 
 Action:  Cllr Griffiths will discuss with Cllr Thake 
 
28. To confirm the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 15 May 2023 
  RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Griffiths, seconded Cllr Gilbert and   
  unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the meeting of 15 May 2023  
  be agreed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. They   
  were duly signed by the Chairman.   
  Action: Clerk to upload final version 
   
29. To receive the Chairman’s announcements 
None 
 
30. To receive an update from the District and County Councillors 
Cllr Griffiths raise the issue of the bus driving up Siccut Road, getting stuck and having to 
reverse back.  Cllr Thake said it can come out of the locality budget but will displace cars.  
Parish Council to gauge public opinion. 
 Action:  WPC to test the waters about the displaced cars if this goes ahead. 
 Action:  Clerk to send Cllr Thake an aide memoire 
 
In her absence, Cllr Boxall had asked that the issue of speed bumps in Stevenage Road be 
discussed.  Cllr Thake responded that the traffic volume was not critical so if speed bumps 
were put in place it would come out of the locality budget.  He went on to say that speed bumps 
were not popular with buses and ambulances.  Also at least 50% of the residents would need 
to be in favour of speed bump implementation meaning a public consultation would need to 
be carried out. 
 Action:  WPC to carry out a public consultation 
 
Priory Lane Pothole (picture provided).  Cllr Thake advised to report it through the Highways 
Website and also send to him. 
 Action:  Clerk to report through the Highways website and send Cllr Thake an 
 aide memoire.  
 
Cllr Griffiths reported that the stream has blockages and flood protection removed only some 
of the rubbish.  He has contacted them by email again.   
He is still reporting pot holes. 
 
31. To receive the Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk’s Report was received. 
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32. To receive a report from the Planning Group and agree responses to planning 
applications and related matters arising since the last Parish Council meeting  
The planning report was included with the agenda and Cllr Harding highlighted: 

• April Cottage consent 

• 300 Dwellings – S106 discussion papers sent in 

• 2 Waterlow Mews – direct neighbours have no objections.  Cllr Griffiths reported that 
he has had objections and they have been passed on to the planning officer.  The 
application is only for change of use and Cllr Harding said but he will flag up to the 
planning officer that there are some concerns. 

• Greenfield Cattery removal of tree 

• Priory Solar Farm – Cllr Harding reiterated that the Council need to decide route.  He 
will arrange a Planning Sub-Committee Meeting.  Approval needs to be given for letters 
and funds. 

 
33. To receive an oral report from the Recreation Grounds Committee 

• Football and Lacrosse season ended and neither raised any issues. 

• Tennis Club reported minor repair needed to door of tennis hut and requested an area 
to be mowed, otherwise no issues. 

• Awaiting quotes for pitch maintenance and pitch rolling 

• 106 funding mentioned at the meeting 
 
34. Finance 

a) To approve AGAR Section 1 Annual Governance Statement 2022/23 
 RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr Griffiths, seconded Cllr McDonnell and 
 unanimously agreed to approve the AGAR Section 1 Annual Governance 
 Statement for 2022/23 

b) To approve AGAR Section 2 Accounting Statements 2022/23 
 RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr McDonnell, seconded Cllr Griffiths and 
 unanimously agreed to approve AGAR Section 2 Accounting Statements. 

c) To approve the dates for the Period of Excise of Public Rights and to confirm 
the date the Notice is to be published on the Council's website as Monday 
26 June 2023 to Friday 4 August 2023. 
 RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr A Riches-Duit, seconded Cllr Gilbert and 
 unanimously agreed to approve the dates for the Period of Excise of Public 
 Rights and to confirm the date the Notice is to be published on the Council's 
 website as Monday 26 June 2023 to Friday 4 August 2023. 

d) To note the internal auditor’s report with particular regard to item C Risk 
Register and to discuss the recommendations for Item O for a full review of 
the charity to ensure that it is correctly registered. 
The internal auditor’s report was noted. 
 Action:  Clerk to get costs for a full review of the charity to ensure it is 
 correctly registered. 
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35. To agree replacement laptop for RFO 
The Clerk brought the revised quote to the meeting which is for £770.00 - £70.00 above 
budget. 
  RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr A Riches-Duit, Seconded Cllr Griffiths and  
  unanimously agreed to purchase a replacement laptop for the RFO costing 
  £770.00 
  Action:  Clerk to order the laptop 
 
36. To discuss the bushes/hedging around the bus shelter outside the Plume of 
 Feathers. 
Discussion took place and hedgerow packs were discussed. 
  Action:  Cllr McDonnell will contact the pub landlady to discuss. 
 
37. To review and adopt the Standing Orders 

  RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Gilbert, seconded Cllr Harding, and   
  agreed, the Standing Orders were reviewed, adopted and   
  approved.  
 
38. To note the repairs completed on the Pavilion Roof and Tennis Hut Roof 
The completion to the repairs on the Pavilion and Tennis Hut roofs were noted.  
 
39. To discuss quote for pitch maintenance and rolling during the summer break. 
Quote was not received in time for the meeting and will move forward to the July agenda. 
    
40. To discuss timers for Little Wymondley Recreation Ground Pavilion 
The test carried out to ascertain if timers would be cost efficient indicated that an inordinate 
amount of  electricity was being used when the boilers were turned off.  Test to be carried out 
again with the fridge turned off. 
  Action:  Clerk to arrange for test to be carried out. 
  
41. To discuss quote for Great Wymondley Playground remedial work 
Quote discussed.  Installation is very expensive and Clerk awaiting quote from local company 
to do the installation.  Will be on the July meeting agenda. 
 
42. To discuss grant for Community Garden Project 
  RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr A Riches-Duit, seconded Cllr Gilbert and  
  unanimously agreed for a grant to be given to the Community Garden  
  Project in the sum of £360. 
 
43. To discuss additional grant request for Great Wymondley King’s Big Lunch 
  RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr Foster, seconded Cllr Gilbert and unanimously 
  agreed for the additional grant to be donated for the Great Wymondley King’s 
  Big Lunch. 
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44. To discuss potholes in the Parish. 
To be discussed in more detail on a future agenda. 
 Action:  Clerk to put on a future agenda. 
 
45. Update on Memorial Benches 
Update on memorial benches given and Clerk to place order. 
 Action:  Clerk to place order for memorial benches 
 
46. Cutting the banks of Priory Lane 
  RESOLVED:  Proposed Cllr A Riches-Duit and seconded Cllr Harding and 
  unanimously agreed than the banks of Priory Lane be Cut 
 
47. Newsletter 
Cllr McDonnell will draft a Newsletter.  
 
48. Business Directory 
To be carried forward to the January 2024 agenda. 
 
49. Items for information or future agenda 
Pitch Maintenance and Rolling 
GW Playground Remedial Work 
Scarecrow Festival 
Potholes – September 2023 
Business Directory - 2024 
 
 
The meeting closed at 21.30 
 
Date of the next meeting – Monday 17 July 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
Chairman…………………..............    Date……………………………… 


