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• The Orchard continues to grow well, and the trees have put on good growth during the year apart 

from Gaping Lane 2 which has died. It had a very poor root system. It has been re-placed this Spring 

by a new young dessert apple tree called Young’s Pinello which was bred by Evelyn Young, a 

horticulturalist in the 1930’s and was one of the founders of Letchworth Garden City. This all seems 

very apt as Letchworth Heritage Foundation own the fields just beyond the orchard towards Willian. 

 

• There was a good show of blossom in the Spring but not a great deal of fruit. Some succumbed to 

insect and bird damage and a lot was picked even though not always ripe. The apple trees ripen at 

different times and as some are dessert apples, some cookers and some cider it is best to leave until 

the appropriate harvesting time.  

As the trees develop and the quantity of fruit increases, the fruit will be picked regularly by the 

orchard team as it ripens and will be put on a table at a chosen place and advertised on the village 

WhatsApp groups.  

 

• Wildflowers are encouraged in the unmown grass around the trees and are increasing. The coarse 

grasses are lessening by the planting of yellow rattle and more must be sown. The winding paths 

around the orchard are cut regularly and this enables people to see the trees and their labels without 

treading on the wildflower areas.  

 

• In the late summer we will again ask the Community Service Team to come and strim the wildflower 

areas, rake off all the arisings and then mow over and rake again. The less cut grass left on these 

areas will help reduce the soil fertility around the trees and encourage more wildflowers. 

 

• A new group of 11 helpers has been established who are ready and able to help with pruning, 

mulching, weeding, mowing, watering, general maintenance, events and the important social media. 

There are Great Wymondley Community Orchard FaceBook and Instagram pages. Please Follow. 

We have been given a load of hardwood chippings to mulch the base of each tree to help suppress 

weeds and preserve moisture. If you would like to join the Orchard Group please see Cherry. 

 

• In October the Orchard had a stall at Hitchin Apple Day and we shared a gazebo with the 

Community Garden. There was apple pressing and a display of photos and information about the 

orchard. There were many interested people who wanted to visit the orchard and a number came to 

the Wassail in January this year. 

 

• The 4th Wassail was held in January this year and was the first Wassail without Derek and he was 

remembered with appreciation and gratitude for his hard work in setting up the orchard with Cherry. 

It went very well and we luckily had fine weather. There were about 120 people coming from far and 

near to take part with The Green Man and the Ramrugge Band and friends to accompany the 

traditional Wassail songs and enjoy mulled apple juice and delicious cakes. We hope that these 

traditional Wassail customs will continue and encourage a good harvest from the orchard. 

 

• We thank the Parish Council for their continued support for the Orchard which has become such a 

huge asset to the village and community here. 

 

 

 



Photos of the orchard from 2025 and 2026 

 


